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What Manner of Love! 
By Edith Selindh Bergman 


HAT manner of love that He, 
Eternal Son of God 

Whe knew no sin, 

Should stoop to be 

Made sin for me! 

What holy mystery that I, 

Reborn beneath His cross, 

Joint heir with Christ, 

Shall reign on high; 

Ne more to die! 


ye 
From Provocation to Pearls 


Alchemists sought long for a way to 
change base metals into gold. They 
never found it, but there is a marvelous 
process in nature that transforms worth- 
less, troublesome things into great 
Wealth. On the sandy floors of oceans 
and bays, oysters are continually form- 
ing pearls out of foreign bodies that 
intrude into their shells. The Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica says that pearls are the 
result of pathological processes- due to 
ittitants. When a pearl oyster is at- 
tacked by a boring parasite the mollusk 
Protects itself by depositing nacreous 
Matter at the point of invasion, thus 
forming a hollow body of irregular shape 

as a “blister pearl.” These are 

Mt a valuable as the solid pearl, but 
still are prized as things of beauty. Ex- 
pearl fishers say that those 


shells which are irregular in shape and 
stunted in growth, or which bear ex- 
erescences or are honeycombed by bor- 
ing parasites, are those most likely to 
yield pearls. The best pearls are ob- 
tained from oysters about four years 
old, and only one shell in a thousand 
contains a pearl. The Chinese discov- 
ered a process in the early thirteenth 
century for promoting artificial forma- 
tion of pearls in the river mussels. A 
writer in the Field Bulletin of the Mex- 
ican Indian Mission has drawn a beau- 
tiful parallel between the oyster’s way 
of dealing with irritating foreign mat- 
ter and what a Christian by grace may 
do with annoyances. Quoting Matthew 
5:44, “Bless them that curse you, . . 

and pray for them which despitefully 
use you,” the writer says: “Life on earth 
would not be worth much if every source 
of irritation were removed. Yet, most 
of us rebel against the things that irri- 
tate us, and count as heavy loss what 
ought to be rich gain. We are told that 
the oyster is wiser; that when an irri- 
tating object gets under the ‘mantle’ of 
his shell, he simply covers it with the 
most precious part of his being and 
makes of it a pearl. The irritation that 
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New Liberalism, 


it was causing is stopped by encrusting 
it with the pearly formation. Every 
irritation that gets into our lives today 
is an opportunity for pearl culture. The 
more irritations the Devil flings at us, 
the more pearls we may have. We need 
only to welcome them and cover them 
with love, that most precious part of 
us, and the irritation will be smothered 
out as the pearl comes into being. What 
a store of pearls we may have, if we 
will.” It is interesting that, according 
to the Encyclopedia, the oyster goes to 
work on the troublesome particle at the 
“point of invasion,” that is, immediately. 
We need the grace of God at the slight- 
est indication of temptation. But it 
seems sadly true that only one Christian 
in many allows the Spirit of God so to 
*control his heart that things that irritate 
are turned to good account. It is human 
nature to seek at once to repel the irri- 
tant, rather than enfold it in a quiet 
trust and that supreme love to God that 
sees all things working together for good 
(Rom, 8:28). Peter said that “charity 
shall cover the multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 
4:8), and it is only “the love of God 
. . . Shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost” (Rom, 5:5) that can do this. 
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Old Unitarianism 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


may be said, See, this is new? 

it hath been already of old time, 
which was before us” (Eccles. 1:10). So 
said the king over Israel in Jerusalem. 
One whose Christian name was Jedidiah 
(Solomon’s additional name, 2 Sam, 12: 
25) can be summoned today as witness 
to the truth of the preacher-king’s 
apothegm, . 


my THERE any thing yhereof it 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Now no chastening for the pres- 
ent seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby” (Heb. 12:11). 














Jedidiah is indeed a name that to our 
ears seems quaint to the point of smile- 
provoking, but Dr, Jedidiah Morse was 
not a man to laugh at. A Yale graduate 
who studied theology with Jonathan Ed- 
wards, he was a historian of importance, 
a geographer who prepared much-used 
textbooks, a busy Massachusetts pastor 
and editor, and the defender of the 
faith par excellence in the early days 
of the Unitarian defection. He is also 
to be remembered as father of two sci- 
entists, one of whom, S. F. B. Morse, 
invented telegraphy. 

His organ was The Panopiist, and he 
evidently thought of it as the armorer 
to provide what was needed to stand up 
to the crooked methods (tas methodeias, 
“wiles,” Eph. 6:11) of the Massachusetts 
apostates. In Volumes 11 and 12 (June, 
1815, and April, 1816), he pictured these 
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methods at lengih, and what is most 
striking, 135 years later, is to note how 
applicable his charges and descriptions 
are to present-day persons and to those 
opinions and methods that today mark 
theological professors and clergy carry- 
ing the misnomer of “Modernist.” 


Channing, the Unitarian leader, called 
his followers “liberal. Christians,” and 
“Liberals” is the term which those of 
his tendency in the Protestant churches 
of today affect. He sought to dissoci- 
ate himself from the characterization 
“Unitarian,” at least at first, as do his 
present-day counterparts. Yet The Pano- 
plist said of these earlier “Liberals,” 
“The Liberal party mutilates the New 
Testament, rejecting all the fundamental 
doctrines of the Gospel, and degrades the 
Saviour to the condition of a fallible, 
peccable man.” Their teaching is iden- 
tified with Deism. As today, they in- 
sisted that there was in them no depart- 
ure from the faith. “It has been an 
artifice, practiced systematically by a 
majority of the clergymen who have led 
the way in this apostasy from the faith 
of the Protestant churches, to inculcate 
the opinion that they do not differ mate- 
rially from their clerical brethren 
through the country. The artifice has 
been carried so far as to induce thenr 
to complain in bitter terms that they 
were slandered when represented as thus 
differing. They have complained that 
they were not invited to preach when 
traveling through the country and have 
imputed this neglect to the effect of 
slander. .., They clamorously insist that 
the orthodox should have just as good 
an opinion of them as they have of 
themselves, and should acknowledge 
them to be candid, impartial, enlight- 
ened, pious Christians.” 

“In general,” continues The Panoplist, 
“they have not dared to be open. They 
have clandestinely crept into orthodox 
churches by forbearing to contradict 
their faith and. then have gradually 
moulded them by their negative preach- 
ing to the shape they would wish. The 
people after a while, never hearing of 
the atonement, nor of special grace, nor 
any of the kindred doctrines, forget that 
they belong to the Christian system and 
by and by regard a man as a kind of 
enthusiast, or monster, who preaches 
such doctrines. Who does not see that 
there is great cunning and great policy 
in all this? Common honesty revolts 
at it.” 


The professor in the New Testament 
at Crozer Seminary, Dr. Enslin, himself 
trained in the Unitarian Harvard Divin- 
ity School, complained in the Iliff Re- 
view, 1947, p. 111, of the way ordination 
councils screened out the product of 
“Liberal” seminaries. “In five minutes 
they [the candidates for ordination] see 
all they may have learned in the semi- 
nary thrown to the winds... . If a 
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man is to get by he has to hedge and 
answer with tongue in his cheek.” Their 
theological ancestors in early Unitarian- 
ism used the same methods (Greek, 
methodeias, “wiles”). 

“We appeal to the community at 
large,” wrote The Panoplist, “whether 
it is not a notorious fact that candidates 
for the ministry of the Liberal party 
generally conceal their religious opin- 
ions and that they do this with particu- 
lar care when there is a prospect, or 
a hope, of their being settled over or- 
thodox churches.” 

These ministers of 1815 were described 
by one of themselves, Dr. Freeman of 
King’s Chapel, as men “who content 
themselves with leading their hearers 
by a course of rational but prudent ser- 
mons gradually and insensibly to em- 
brace” Unitarianism. “It produces good 
effects,” he added. The English Uni- 
tarian,; Dr. Belsham, here quoted, who 
had visited Boston, explains why they 
used this method of penetration with 
which we are so familiar today. 

“Can it, upon the common principle 
of human nature, be reasonably expected 
of a body of clergy, nursed in the lap 
of ease and affluence and placed in a 
station of such high secular considera- 
tion and comfort as that of the minis- 
ters of Boston, that they should come 
forward and, by an open profession of 
unpopular truth, voluntarily risk the loss 
of all their temporal dignity and com- 
fort and incur the contempt and enmity 
of many who are now their warmest 
admirers and friends? Who will ven- 
ture to say of himself that his virtue 
would be equal to this trial?” 

This is undoubtedly the sordid rea- 
son that animates Unitarianizers of our 
time in seminaries, church colleges, mis- 
sion colleges abroad, and city pulpits. 
For the sake of salary they cling to posi- 
tions which common honesty would call 
them to abandon, 


Yet then, as now, the Liberals of 1815 
described themselves as marked by “hon- 
esty unfettered and unbiased.” Those 
who held to the historic Christian faith 
were “dupes of theological system- 
makers.” Mr. Wells, a “Liberal” Goliath 





Coming Next Week 


HE Editor of THe Sunpay 
Scnoot Times is traveling this 
summer in Europe, visiting Bel- 
gium, England, Wales, and Switz- 
erland. His first article telling of 
his travels will be in next week’s 
Tmes, It is called, “Visiting Bel- 
gium Again,” and it will describe 
the work of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission as it is today. 
Next week’s Times will also 
carry the second of Mr, Davis's 
articles on “Israel Returns Home 











According to Prophecy.” 
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of the time, here quoted, “speaks jp 
most confident manner, as though 4g} 
the learning in the world were enliste 
on the Unitarian side and had to cop. 
tend with nothing but ignorance, prejp. 
dice, and bigotry.” 

Then as now these crypto-Unitarian 
considered themselves as the champion 
and protectors of academic freedom. The 
same Wells wrote: “We have to conten 
for the first principles of Protestantism 

(Continued on page 670) 





Notes on Open Letters 





Should Choir Members 
Be Christians? 


I am of the opinion, perhaps because 
of early training, that only Christians 
should sing in the choir — those who 
are born again and can truthfully sing 
the praises of God; that it is wrong for 
a choir director to ask just anyone 
whose testimony on the street is def- 
nitely negative and unchristian, to 
have such a vital ro in the worship 
service.—Perplezxed. 

Certainly, the members of a church 
choir should be saved and yielded Chris- 
tians. The part of the choir in church 
services where the Gospel is preached 
and the Bible expounded as God’s Word 
is a spiritual ministry, and unless it is 
understood and accepted as such by the 
singers, trouble is almost sure to result 
Even in true Christians there may be 
remnants of pride and jealousy, or temp- 
tations to these sins, but they ar 
checked and kept under by the Spirit 
of God; and if they appear in a choir, 
a consecrated leader can appeal to the 
singers to give place to one another, to 
allow those who have the best voices 
to take the most prominent parts, on the 
ground that they are singing for the 
glory of the Lord. But too often the 
motive that prompts unsaved singers to 
join a choir is the desire to show of 
their voices, and if they are rebuked or 
given a lesser place, this may lead to 
trouble, 

There is another serious evil that 
comes when those who are not bom 
again join a choir, and that is insincerity 
and hypocrisy. The singers themselves 
may not be at all aware of this, but it 
cannot be avoided. An unsaved man 0 
woman is simply not telling the trut 
when he sings: “I am thine, O Lord! 


(Continued on page 675) 








A CORRECTION 

In “Notes on Open Letters” in T# 
Sunpay ScHoot Times of December I. 
1949, page 1126, regarding “Westmins® 
College and a Catholic Professor,” it w# 
stated that Dr. Christian P. Richard b# 
been dismissed from Westminster Ci 
lege, of Salt Lake City, Utah. Inform 
tion received later indicates rather tht 
Dr. Richard voluntarily resigned. 
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|. Israel Returns Home According to Prophecy 
By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


"Bound fa the Promised Land” 


E HAVE just spent two interest- 
W ing and fruitful months in the 
, land of Israel. It was thrilling 
to witness with our own eyes the miracle 
of the return of the Jews to their an- 
cient homeland, exactly as foretold by 
the Old Testament prophets 2,500 years 
ago. ; 
Over one million Jews have now been 
regathered to the land of their fore- 
fathers. They have their own parlia- 
ment, their own president and prime 
minister, their own army, navy, and air 
force, their own flag, their own lan- 
guage, and their own currency. The 
return of the Jews to their ancient heri- 
tage, after having been wanderers among 
the nations for nearly two thousand 
years, is one of the greatest miracles of 
our time. Nothing like it has ever oc- 
curred in the history of mankind. 
During the past two years, as Mrs. 
Davis and I read*and heard of the Jews 
returning in such great numbers to the 
land of their forefathers, there sprang 
up in our hearts a great longing to re- 
visit Israel. We desired to go to help 
in spreading the Word of Ged, and to 
see for ourselves these great things, and 
then to tell others how wondrously the 
Lord is fulfilling His own Word in the 
land of Israel today. After weeks and 
mohths of earnest prayer the Lord 
opered the way for us to go to the 
Promised Land. 





Palm Sunday Among Returning Jews 


We sailed. from New York for Haifa, 
Israel, on the steamer La Guardia on 
March 27th. The journey to the Prom- 
ised Land was unique and interesting. 
Of the hundreds of passengers more 
than one-half were Jews. Almost all of 
them were bound for the State of Israel. 
We had talks with Jewish people in 
steamer chairs, on the deck, and in the 
lounge. Most of them were open and 
feceptive, and a number of them took 
New Testaments and agreed to read 
them. 

On Palm Sunday I had the privilege 
of speaking to a small gathering of pas- 
Sengers in the lounge of the steamer. 
I told them of the great blessing of 
Siving the Word of God to people to 
help in leading souls to a saving knowl- 
edge of Christ. At the close of the serv- 
ice a number of those present took New 

ents and promised to read them 
day by day. 

Among those who attended .the serv- 
ite were Mr. and Mrs. Loizeaux of the 
Well-known evangelical publishing firm 


ot Loizeaux Brothers, New York. Mrs. 


iM became much interested in giv- 
‘tg New Testaments to Jewish passen- 


ers. After giving one of our Prophecy 


Bible-believing Christians are always 
interested in what is taking place in 
Palestine, for they know that Israel 
must be back in the land before the 
Lord Jesus returns to stand on the 
Mount of Olives. This past spring, 
Mr. George T. B. Davis, the director 
of the Million Testaments Cam- 
paigns, has been visiting the Iand of 
the Book, and seeing at first hand 
the marvelous way in which God’s 
prophecies concerning Israel’s return 
are being fulfilled. He will tell Sun- 
day School Times readers about what 
he has seen and heard in a series of 
at least six articles, of which this 
article is the first. You may wish 
to use a number of Eighteen Weeks 
subscriptions for one dollar each 
($1.10, Canada; $1.25, foreign; U.S.A. 
dollars) to send these articles on 
prophecy in fulfillment, and many 
others, to friends and acquaintances 
whose hearts will be stirred as will 
yours when you read Mr. Davis’s 
up-to-the-minute report on Israel’s 
return. 








New Testaments to a Hungarian Jewess, 
she said to me, “I have never given a 
New Testament to anyone who was so 
grateful for it.” 

Another who attended the service was 
a granddaughter of the famous American 
preacher of a generation ago, Dr. T. 
DeWitt Talmadge. I gave her a copy of 
the Bible Success Band booklet! con- 
taining 365 Scripture verses to be memo- 
ized throughout the year. She began 
at once to learn the daily verse, and the 
next day she was repeating it to one 
or two of her friends who were traveling 
with her to Italy. 

Ancther who attended the Palm Sun- 
day service was an elderly Jewish busi- 
nessman from New York City. He was 
not very well, but was yearning to visit 
Israel. He said to a fellow passenger, 
“I only hope my heart will stand the 
strain of the joy that will flood my soul 
when my feet stand on the soil of the 
land of my forefathers.” His wife gladly 
accepted a Prophecy New Testament. 
We met them again on the return voy- 
age. They told us they were planning 
to put their affairs in order, so they 
could go back to spend the rest of their 
days in the land of Israel. 

The time of the Jewish Passover came 
during the second week of the voyage. 
The Seder or Passover supper was cele- 
brated on the steamer. Some two hun- 
dred and fifty Jews attended the feast. 
It was said to be the largest celebration 


1May be secured from Mr. Davie at 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia 2; 15 cents each. 


of the Passover ever held on the high 
seas in the history of the Jewish people. 
It was all the more interesting to the 
Jews because they were on their way to 
Jerusalem. 

On a weekday afternoon in the lounge 
of the steamer I gave a talk on fulfilled 
prophecy in Israel today. Most of the 
audience were Jews. I told them, “I 
love the Jews for three reasons: first, 
because my Saviour was a Jew; second, 
because the Jews gave us the Bible, both 
Old and New Testaments; and, third, 
because the Jews gave us Christianity, 
for the early Christians were Jews and 
not Gentiles.” I also showed how the 
predictions of the Old Testament 
prophets about the return of the Jews 
to their ancient homeland are being 
wondrously fulfilled at the present time. 
At the ciose of the talk a number of the 
Jews took copies of the New Testament. 

After brief stops at Gibraltar and 
Palermo, Sicily, we reached Naples, 
Italy. While the ship was in port at 
Naples we had a good conference with 
two men who are co-operating enthusi- 
astically in the publication and distribu- 
tion of an edition of 50,000 Italian New 
Testaments that were produced for the 
Million Testaments Campaigns. We were 
delighted with the beautiful type and 
binding of our Italian Testaments. They 
are being carefully and prayerfully 
given out by missionaries and Chris- 
tian workers, to Italian people who 
agree to read them. We know that His 
Word will not “return .. . void,” and 
that, in answer to earnest prayer, blessed 
and glorious results will come to pass 
in souls saved and Christians built up 
in the faith. 























Visiting With Greek Christians 


The next stop of the steamer was at 
Piraeus, the port of Athens, Greece. 
Through the Lord’s great goodness and 
the generosity of those who love the 
Word of God, we were enabled to take 
with us on the steamer from New York, 
50,000 beautiful New Testaments in mod- 
ern Greek. This was the second edition 
of Greek New Testaments that our Cam- 
paign has provided for the needy peo- 
ple of Greece in this time of crisis. Both 
the first and second editions were 
allowed to enter Greece free of duty. 
This was in answer to much prayer aris- 
ing from both Greece and America. 

A number of consecrated Greek Chris- 
tians who are vitally interested in 
spreading God’s Word throughout their 
land met us at the steamer. It was 
Easter Sunday morning, and what a joy 
it was to bring 50,000 copies of the Res- 
urrection Book to the Greek people on 
Easter Day! I had the privilege of 



































660 ‘(4)) % 


preaching that morning, through an in- 
terpreter, in one of the evangelical 
churches in Athens, 
When we revisited Greece on our re- 
turn from the land of Israel, we were 
delighted to find that more than half 
of the second edition of Testaments had 
already been distributed, and that rich 
blessing in changed lives had been the 
outcome. A letter just received from 
Athens, as I write these lines, states that 


the Lord is wondrously blessing the dis- | 


tribution of the Word, and that “prayer 
groups are increasing all over Greece.” 

As the steamer neared Haifa, there 
was a spirit of increasing expectancy 
among the passengers and especially 
among the Jews, some of whom must 
have stayed up all night to catch their 
first glimpse of the Promised Land in 
the morning. At last we saw Mount 
Carmel, and the beautiful city of Haifa 
at the foot of the mountain. Mrs. Davis 
was walking up and down on the 
steamer hardly able to keep back tears 
of joy. Our hearts were full of glad- 
ness and thanksgiving to God that we 
were being permitted once more to visit 
the land of the God-breathed Book. 

At last the steamer was alongside the 
dock, and the passengers began to dis- 
embark. We had heard that the cus- 
toms officials of Israel were very kind 
and courteous, and we found that the 
report was entirely true. The man who 
examined our baggage was very pleas- 
ant, and in a few moments the little 
chalk mark of entry was on our bags. 

As we emerged from the dock a provi- 
dential incident occurred. We knew the 
name of a consecrated Christian couple 
on Mount Carmel, who for years have 
been co-operating in our work. We had 
never met them personally, and we did not 
know their home address. We only knew 
the number of their post-office box. We 
had written to them, and were hoping 
and praying that the gentleman would 
be able to meet us at the dock. As we 
left the customs office we saw a crowd 
of people eagerly waiting to see loved 
ones and friends who were arriving on 
the steamer. I decided to call out the 
name of our friend, hoping he would be 
there. As soon as I did so a pleasant 
man, only a few feet away, called out, 
“Here I am.” We shook hands heartily 
and soon the three of us were in a taxi, 
with bag and baggage, joyfully climb- 
ing up the slopes of Mount Carmel prais- 
ing the Lord for His good hand upon us. 
Our dziver gladly accepted a Hebrew 
New Testament, and promised to read it. 

At last we stopped in front of a small 
pension where we were to stay. We had 
engaged a room there, by letter from 
America long before, without consulting 
these Haifa friends. And, behold, our 
hearts were filled anew with praise and 
thanksgiving to God, when we learned 
that our dear friends lived right next 
door to the pension! What a wonder- 
working God we have! 

The view from the house was superb. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Below us lay a remarkable panorama. 
First is the city of Haifa, nestling at 
the foot and extending up the slopes of 
the mountain; then the harbor where 
ships anchor as they bring back great 
numbers of Jews from all parts of the 
world; and, beyond, the beautiful blue 
Mediterranean. From the veranda of 
the house we saw the hills of Galilee 
and the mountains of Syria. On clear 
days we had a view of the crest of 
majestic Mount Hermon towering 10,000 
feet above sea level. In the evenings 
our hearts were thrilled as we looked 
down upon the myriads of twinkling 
lights in the city below and then upward 
to the sky where the stars shone like 
great jewels from the hand of God. 

Haifa is not only a beautiful city, but 
it is the commercial center of Israel, with 
a population of well over 100,000 people. 
About halfway up the mountain there 
is a business section in addition to the 
one on the lower level next to the har- 
bor. This higher section of the city on 
the slope of the mountain has busy 
streets and modern stores and residences. 
It is called “Hadar Carmel’ — the heart 
of Carmel. The city has been the center 
of oil refining for the great oil pipe 
line that brought millions of gallons of 
oil from Mesopotamia to the Mediter- 
ranean. Haifa has large factories and 
the finest technical school in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Our kind friends did everything in 
their power to make our stay in Haifa 
pleasant and profitable. I was invited 
to speak on the first Lord’s Day after- 
noon in Haifa to an interesting company 
of some thirty or forty Jews and Gen- 
tiles. Some of these were earnest seekers 
who had been reading God’s Word. I 
spoke through an interpreter and gave 
a simple Gospel message with a clear 
statement of the way of salvation, and 
told stories of winning people to Christ 
with the Word of God. I did not mini- 
mize in the least the fact that persecu- 
tion would doubtless follow their ac- 
ceptance of Christ. But I gave them 
the Scriptural assurance that the Lord 
would give a hundredfold for whatever 
they gave up for His sake, 

At last the invitation to accept Christ 





August 5, 1950 


was given. Presently one hand was 
raised, then another and another. T 
our great joy eight people came forwarj 
and openly confessed Christ as their 
Saviour and Lord — five Jews and three 
Gentiles. It was not my doing. It was 
the moving of God’s Spirit in response 
to the prayers of many intercessors, 

The meeting was a blessed beginning 
of our stay in Israel. During the com. 
ing days and weeks we were to see how 
marvelously and miraculously the Lord 
is working in fulfilling His own Word 
in bringing back the Jews to their an. 
cient homeland. Long centuries ago 
God, speaking through the mouth of 
the Prophet Jeremiah, in chapter 1¢ 
verses 14 and 15, said: 

“Therefore, behold, the days come. 
saith the Lord, that it shall no more be 
said, The Lord liveth, that brought up 
the children of Israel out of the land 
of Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, that 
brought up the children of Israel from 
the land of the north, and from all the 
lands whither he had driven them: and 
I will bring them again into their land 
that I gave unto their fathers.” 

In these verses the prophet makes 
three definite predictions: 

First: that in the latter days the Jews 
would return to their ancient heritage. 

Second: that the Jews would return to 
the land of Israel “from the land of the 
north,” which is Europe — Germany, Po- 
land, Russia, Rumania, Bulgaria, and other 
lands of Europe from which hundreds 
of thousands of Jews have already been 
regathered; and from “all the lands 
whither he had driven them.” They 
have now returned to Israel from some 
fifty-nine countries of the world. 

Third: that people would once more 
exclaim in great amazement, as they did 
long ago when they saw His wonders in 
Egypt, “The Lord liveth !” 

As we see these three predictions be- 
ing fulfilled to the letter as Israel re- 
turns home today, who can doubt the 
supernatural inspiration and _ divine 
authority of the Word of God? It is 
proof positive of the integrity of the 
Bible that cannot be controverted or con- 
tradicted. 

(To be continued) 


Ill. When It Doesn’t Make Sense 


“Perplexed, but not in despair” (2 Cor. 4:8) 


By VANCE HAVNER 


This is the last of three articles by Mr. Havner which the Trmes has pub- 
lished recently, and in it there is a great deal of comfort for all who 
are troubled by the difficulties of these days. Mr. Havner gives his readers 


something infinitely better than merely “a stiff-upper-lip stoicism.” 


HIS scribe grew up in the Horatio 
Alger days when the numerous 
stories of that prolific writer made stand- 
ard fare for country schoolboys. Old- 


timers will recall those “sink-or-swim, 
bound-to-rise” thrillers. They were 

cut from the same cloth and had jut 
about the same outline. Country b® 
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to town; prevents a railroad wreck 
by flagging the train; gets job as mes- 
genger boy; rescues banker’s daughter 
from bandits; gets job in bank; falls in 
love with said banker’s daughter and 
marries her; comes through at the happy 
ending sitting on top of the world. 

It made good reading in those days 
before the realists began to wallow so 
morbidly in insanity and suicide. But 
gf course most lives do not roll along 
in storybook fashion. A few do and 
we rejoice that their lines have been 
cast in such pleasant places. Some 
Christians seem to move through this 
world on an ever-ascending scale: 
health, success, happy family life, serene 
old age, and a glorious exit. But with 
most of us life does not follow the Alger 
pattern, and with many it goes exactly 
the other way through disappointment, 
pain, grief, broken dreams, and often 
into sinister situations that simply do 
not make sense. These days we are lis- 
tening to ever-increasing stories of trag- 
@ly and heartache, and no superficial 
pious moralizing will meet the need or 
soothe the heart. There is no use deny- 
ing it, there is much that doesn’t make 
sense and thousands of saints are not 
aly perplexed but in despair. 


‘OW Paul was in perplexity, but not 

in despair. He was not whistling his 
way through the graveyard, however, 
for was he merely “smiling through” or, 
Micawberlike, looking for “something 
fo turn up.” His way out was not by 
painting the clouds with sunshine, wear- 
ing rose-colored glasses, and quoting 
lovely poems. 

Iam constantly encountering dilemmas 
that don’t make sense. I have a picture 
f myself standing with two other 
preachers taken only a few years ago. 
One was rudely snatched from earth in 
an automobile collision with a drunken 
driver. The drunken driver escaped, 
but the splendid young preacher was 
taken from a fruitful ministry and a 
fine wife and little children. The other 
preacher in the photo died later in his 
forties just a few weeks before the birth 
af his only child, a son he had longed 
for through the years. I saw that little 
fellow recently and was struck again 
with the unexplainable mystery of what 
just doesn’t seem to make sense. Even 
now I am tramping the woods with an- 
other fine youngster whose father died 

years ago. When I think how 

Much he loved that boy but had to leave 

him, and wonder why I am enjoying that 

little fellow instead, there looms again 

the perplexity of those enigmas that just 
fit into any of our patterns. 

Of course men have wrestled with 
Sich puzzles from the beginning. It was 
Job's perplexity. Habakkuk contended 
it and gave us. his blessed 
‘lthough” and “yet” (Hab. 3:17, 18). 

ah surveyed a dismal day when godly 
f Mad perished from the earth while 
Wicked prospered. He got through 
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to God, and a man had better do that 
or he will go crazy. John the Baptist 
sat in prison and doubtless wondered 
why Jesus could work all His miracles 
but leave His forerunner in jail. 


The text, “Perplexed, but not in de- 
spair,” finds Paul in straits, “put to it 
but not put out.” Some things are given 
us to know (Matt. 13:11), but some 
things are not for us to know (Acts 
1:7); and unfortunately we fail to learn 
much we could know by trying to find 
out what we cannot know. The little 
boy who couldn’t understand why God 
put so many vitamins in spinach, in- 
stead of putting them all in ice cream, 
was learning early that things just don’t 
work out as we would do them if we 
had the universe in charge. 


Some things just don’t make sense, 
but we may be perplexed yet not in 
despair. The way out is not by explana- 
tion, but by revelation. The Bible does 
not give us explanation for some of these 
riddles, but it does supply revelation. 

To begin with, because things do not 
make sense to us does not mean that 
they don’t make sense at all. Joseph 
told his brethren that they meant it for 
evil when they sold him into Egypt, but 
God meant it for good (Gen. 50:20). It 
didn’t make sense to Joseph at first,.nor 
to Jacob, who said, “All these things are 
against me” (Gen. 42:36). But Jacob 
was mistaken, for all things cannot be 
against us if all things work together for 
good. I have often used the well-worn 
illustration of the hand-sewed book- 
mark. On the reverse side one sees 
only a meaningless tangle of loose 
thread-ends, but on the front side it 
reads, “God Is Love.” We are often on 
the reverse side of God’s providences 
and the threads make no sense to us. 
But they make sense to Him who un- 
derstands the end from the beginning. 
It is always foolish to assume that what 
we cannot understand cannot be under- 
stood at all. 


URTHERMORE, because some things 

do not make sense to us now does not 
mean that they never will make sense. 
Many things that God does we know not 
now, but we shall know hereafter. One 
does not eat flour or sour milk or salt or 
soda. But when these are properly 
mixed and baked awhile they come out 
Southern biscuits. There are happen- 
ings and events that are very disturbing 
when we try to digest them by them- 
selves alone. But God mixes them as 
part of His recipe and when they come 


out of His oven in the light of eternity - 


we find that they were part of the “all 
things” that “work together for good.” 
We run into plenty of trouble trying to 
isolate certain experiences and under- 
stand them torn from their context. 
What mistakes have been made along 
that line with Scripture! We cannot 


detach this event or that from the whole 
pattern of our lives and make sense of 
it. It must be viewed in the light of 
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eternity. Someday we’ll understand. 


But a still deeper consideration re- 
mains. There is a higher viewpoint from 
which things that don’t make sense to 
our ordinary reasoning can make sense 
to our spiritual understanding even now, 
The highest lesson God wants to teach 
us is to “trust Him regardless.” If 
everything made sense to our under- 
standing we would need no faith. If 
everything worked out in storybook 
style we would become complacent and 
spoiled. God wants to bring us to a 
higher plane where He Himself is our 
portion and reward, where we can sing, 

Now Thee alone I seek; 
Give what is best. 

O DO this, God allows things that 

don’t make sense, that baffle and per- 
plex our ordinary understanding. We 
may never be able to understand them 
here. But we can do one of several 
things about them. We can grow bitter 
and resentful, sulk and grumble, and 
murmur, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
We can grit our teeth and “teugh it out” 
with a.stiff-upper-lip stoicism. We can 
resign ourselves to the inevitable and go 
around with a martyr spirit. But there 
is a better way. We can accept it as 
one of the methods God uses to bring 
us to walk by faith and not by sight. 
While we still may not understand. it 
with our heads, it makes sense to the 
higher understanding of our hearts. This 
is part of that wisdom which cometh 
down from above, and if we lack it we 
may ask of God who gives liberally and 
upbraids not. It is not learned in 
schools, and often theologians miss it, 
while simplest souls learn it. We have 
seen these unexplainable providences 
completly bowl over the wise and 
mighty, while lowly souls who had 
learned to sanctify themselves against 
tomorrow took them in faith’s stride. 
They did not know WHY, but they knew 
WHOM and trusted the matter with 
Him. It brought peace and blessing and 
so it “made sense” after all, the highest 
kind of sense, the sixth sense of the 
spirit. 

When our Lord commanded the serv- 
ants at the feast of Cana to fill the 
waterpots with water, I am sure that it 
didn’t make sense. What they needed 
was wine, not water. But they did it, 
and when it was served the governor of 
the feast did not understand, but we 
read “the servants which drew the water 
knew” (John 2:9). Humble souls, who 
co-operate with the Lord even when 
things don’t make sense, have an un- 
derstanding of which “governors” often 
know nothing. 

Whatso’er He bids you, do it, 
Though you may not understand; 

Yield to Him complete obedience, 
Then you’ll see His mighty hand 

Fill the waterpots with water; 
Fill them to the very brim. 


He will honor all your trusting, 
Leave the miracles to Him. 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
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LESSON 8. AUGUST 20. JOHN, PREACHER OF REPENTANCE 


Luke 3:1-22; 7:18-28; Matthew 14:1-12; (In this order.); printed text, Luke 3:7-20 
Golden Text.—Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance.— Luke 3:8 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Luke 3:7 Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be 
baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you 


to flee from the wrath to come? 


8 Bring forth» therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin 
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: 
for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up 


children unto Abraham. 


9 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 
every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 


down, and cast into the fire. 


10 And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? 
11 He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, 
let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, 


let him do likewise. 


12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto 


him, Master, what shall we do? 


13 And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is 


appointed you. 


14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E testimony of John the Baptist 
was all-important because the 
Scriptures of the prophets had de- 
clared definitely that the coming or ap- 
pearance of the Messiah was to be pre- 
ceded by that of the messeriger, who 
was to go before His face to prepare 
the hearts of the people to receive their 
King. The forerunner was to come as 
an Elijah to restore all things — to bring 
the remnant in Israel back to God and 
to herald the approaching advent of the 
Redeemer-King. John came in exact 
fulfillment of these predictions, as set 
forth in Isaiah 40 and Malachi 4. His 
was’ a preparatory ministry of most 
searching character. He began with a 
trumpet call to repentance. He sepa- 
rated the waiting remnant from the un- 
real mass by a baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins. It was not that baptism 
in itself procured remission, but it was 
the confession, on the part of those who 
with honest hearts and exercised con- 
sciences submitted to it, that they were 
sinners who deserved to die, but were 
counting on the mercy of God to be ex- 
tended to them, through Him whom 
John proclaimed as “the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). It was given to John thus 
to announce the Kingdom of Heaven, 
into which all were invited to enter, but 
his ministry ended when that of the 
King Himself was well under way. 


The Historical Setting 

John the Baptist confined his ministry 
largely to the Jordan Valley. Luke gives 
us a definite date for its start, which 
answers to our A.D. 26, according to 


what shall we do? 


the people. 


done, 
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what would seem to be the most re- 
liable chronological records. The bap- 
tism of Jesus took place early in 
A.D. 27. 


Verse by Verse . 

Luke 3:7.—“Generation of vipers.’ 
Again and again sin is referred to in 
the Old Testament as the poison of the 
serpent. Those who accept the leader- 
ship of the Devil are denominated his 
“seed” (Gen. 3:15). John sternly re- 
buked the self-righteous Pharisees as 
the brood of the serpent because they 
preferred sin to holiness and sought to 


cover this iniquity by a pretense of , 


righteousness. 

Verse 8.—“Fruits worthy of repent- 
ance”; that is, evidence in the life that 
one had turned from sin to God, and 
now sought to walk in obedience to His 
Word. “We have Abraham to our 
father.” This was the proud boast of 
these legalists, who rested in the fact 
that they came from Abraham by natu- 
ral descent, but who were bereft of 
Abraham’s faith. 

Verse 9.—“The axe is laid unto the 
root of the trees.” Much preaching and 
teaching today, as then, is but laying 
the axe to the fruit of the tree. But the 
entire tree—representing the natural 
man— must be dealt with in judgment. 
Mere reformation will not suffice. There 
must be a setting aside of the man born 
after the flesh, and a new life produced 
by the Word and Spirit of God. 

Verse 10.—‘What shall we do then?” 
The question implied real concern as to 
how they might give evidence of that 
sincerity and preparation of heart which 
would fit them to become true subjects 
of the Kingdom of God. 

Verse 11.—“He that hath two coats, let 
him impart to him that hath none; and 


And he said unto them, Do violence to no 

man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages, 
15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused 

in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not; 

16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you 
with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire: 

17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 
floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaf 
he will burn with fire unquenchable. 

18 And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto 


19 But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias 
his brother Philip's wife, and for. all the evils which Herod had 


20 Added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison, 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, 
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he that hath meat . . . do likewise.” This 
was but another way of emphasizing 
the second great commandment: “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as _ thyself.” 
True repentance will be manifested by 
consideration for the needs of others, 

Verse 12.—“Then came . . . publicans 
to be baptized.” These were a special 
class of Jews who were in the employ 
of the imperial Roman Government as 
tax collectors. They were despised and 
detested by the other Jews because they 
were often given to dishonest methods 
in order to enrich themselves at the 
expense of their own people. 


Verse 13.—“Exact no more than that 
which is appointed you.” John did not 
demand that they relinquish their off- 
cial positions, but that they conduct 
themselves in a thoroughly upright and 
conscientious manner, collecting only 
such: taxes as the law required. 


Verse 14.—“Do violence to no man.” 
Even soldiers came to John, asking, 
“What shall we do?” He replied: “Do 
not swagger so much; do not act as if 
you are so important; do not trample on 
the rights of any man! Serve your 
country, and let it go at that. Do not 
lord it over other people.” Understand, 
this would not be a means of salvation, 
but an evidence of repentance. This 
would show that they were genuine. 


Verse 15.—“Men mused . . . whether 
he were the Christ.” A sense of ex- 
pectation was in the air. The people 


were looking for the coming of the 
promised Messiah. Naturally, they won- 
dered if John could be He. 

Verse 16.—“One mightier than ! 
cometh . . . he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” No man 
could do this. Christ is the divine Son, 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit al 
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who believe in Him, thus bringing them 
jnto one body with Himself (1 Cor, 12: 
12, 13). It is He, too, who baptizes the 
wicked in the fire of judgment. It is 
clear from the next verse that John had 
two distinct classes in view when he thus 
spoke. 

Verse 17—“He . . . will gather the 
wheat into his garner; but the chaff he 
will burn.” This makes clear what is 

m of in the previous verse. The 
“wheat” are those who believe and are 
saved. The “chaff” are those who re- 
fuse to heed the Word of God. 


Verse 18—“Many other things ... 

hed he unto the people.” It is a 
great mistake to say, as some do, that 
John knew nothing of the Gospel of 
redemption through Christ. He preached 
Jesus as the Son of God, and as “the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world” (John 1:29). 


Verses 19 and 20.—“Herod .. . being 
reproved by him .. . shut up John in 
prison.” We learn from Mark 6:20 that 
Herod had heard John frequently, and 
feared him, knowing him to be a just 
man. However, when John reproved 
him for his own wicked behavior, liv- 
ing in adultery with Herodias, the wife 
of his brother Philip, the dissolute mon- 
arch had him imprisoned. This ended 
John’s ministry. Shortly afterward, he 
was beheaded at the instigation of Hero- 
dias. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The searching ministry of John the 
Baptist was a clarion call to reality. 
Formalism in religion, apart from true 
exercise, is an abomination in the sight 
of God. He is not served by the work 
of men’s hands or glorified by the dec- 
larations of their lips if the inward 
attitude is not right. All men are called 
to abase themselves before Him and take 
the place of confessed sinfulness, seek- 
ing divine grace for deliverance through 
the Saviour He has provided. Jesus 
Himself must be the object of faith. It 
is He alone whose work could meet 
the claims of God’s righteousness. In 
Him the Father is fully satisfied, and 
all men everywhere are called to put 
their trust in Him. While it was not 
given to John to unfold the Gospel in 
all its blessed detail, he nevertheless 
directed the people to that one whose 
mission it is to save all who believe in 
Him. ' 
Lesson Outline 


1. Call to reality (Luke 3:7) 

2. Repentance to be manifested by 
changed behavior (v. 8) 

3. Divine judgment predicted (v. 9) 

4. Various classes dealt with personally 
(vs. 10-14) 

5. ns Messiah’s advent (vs, 15- 


8. John’s ministry ended by imprison- 
ment (vs, 19, 20) 
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> 
Last Week’s Lesson 
13.—Ezra, Interpreter of 
God’s Word. 
Ezra 7; 8:15-36; Nehemiah 8 and 9 


Next Week's Lesson 
9. August 27.—Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus. Luke 1:46-55; 2:7-19, 40-52; 
Mark 3:31-35; John 2:1-12; 19: 
25-27; Acts 1:13, 14. (In this order.) 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Breadth of John’s Ministry, One 
needs to consider carefully the four 
records of the ministry of John the Bap- 
tist, as given in the Gospels, to realize 
something of its fullness. The forerun- 
ner of our blessed Lord, so highly eulo- 
gized by Him (Matt. 11:11; Luke 7:28), 
was not only a serious, stern, Elijah- 
like character, calling men to face their 
sins before God and to manifest the sin- 
cerity of their repentance (as pictured 
in their baptism) leading to true refor- 
mation of life, but it was also given to 
him to sound the sweet notes of the Gos- 
pel as he pointed to the Lamb of God 
who takes away the world’s sin, and 
also sets Christ forth as the personal 
object of faith and our example as to 
walk (John 1:36). Nor should it be 
forgotten that he definitely bore record 
to Christ’s deity, proclaiming Him as the 
Son of God (John 1:34). 

John’s Humility, Few preachers have 
equaled John the Baptist in self-depre- 
ciation and Christ-exaltation. He sought 
to turn the attention of his hearers from 
himself to Jesus; and if he made dis- 
ciples, it was only that they might be 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW was John the Baptist related 
to Jesus? 

2. How could Elisabeth be a kins- 
woman of Mary when they belonged to 
different tribes? (Luke 1:5, 27, 32.) 

3. With what Old Testament prophet 
is John linked? 

4. What was the basis of John’s call 
to repentance? 

5. How was the ordinance of baptism 
related to repentance? 

6. Why did both John and the Lord 
Jesus Christ attack the Jews’ boast of 
being the children of Abraham? (See 
John 8:39.) 

7. What constitutes a true son of Abra- 
ham? 

8. Does it not appear that John is 
teaching salvation by good works in 
Luke 3: 10-14? 

9. Does the phrase “with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire” refer to one bap- 
tism or two? 

10. Where is John the Baptist’s con- 
stant attitude to the Lord Jesus summed 
up? 

(Answers on page 669) 
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persuaded to leave him ahd follow 
Christ, the one who was preferred be- 
fore him (John 1:15) because pre-exist- 
ent. John was happy and content to be 
esteemed the Bridegroom’s friend, and 
rejoiced as he entered into His joy 
(John 3:29, 30). 


Summaries and Applications 

John did not speak of himself, but 
we are told that “the word of God came 
unto” him. The message he brought was 
divinely given. He was the last of the 
prophets of the old dispensation (Matt. 
11:13). 

There was no saving virtue in bap- 
tism, as there is none today. But it 
pictures the renunciation of sin and the 
recognition of sin’s desert. Where this 
was accompanied with faith, God granted 
forgiveness in virtue of the work yet to 
be accomplished on the cross by our 
blessed Lord. 

Have we faced God in regard to our 
sins and seen in the cross the end of 
all flesh? If so, we are done with self- 
effort, and our reliance for salvation is 
upon the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Notice that in John’s answers to the 
publicans and sinners, he did not de- 
mand that they seek other employment, 
but that they give conscientious service 
in the calling in which they were found, 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit: is 
grace. The baptism in fire is judgment. 
In both instances it is Christ Himself 
who is the baptizer; for He it is who 
gives the Holy Spirit, and to Him the 
Father has committed all. judgment. 

John’s ministry was designed to exer- 
cise the consciences of his hearers, thus 
preparing them for the message of the 
Gospel which was to follow. 


Wuvona Lake, Inn. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and loving Father, whose praise fills the 
heavens with eternal song, make us so 
to love Thee that we may ever rejoice 
in Thee and Thy salvation. So may our 
lives be one long psalm of praise glori- 
fying Thee and gladdening our fellows. 
We thank Thee for Thy loving warnings 
against sin, for Thy great gift of Thy 
Son, and for the wooing of Thy Spirit, 
drawing our hearts to Thee. Help and 
direct us through this new week that we 
may do Thy will in all things. Bestow 
Thine aid and Thy comfort upon the 
needy and the suffering. Give repent- 
ance and saving faith to sinners, and 
send out the Gospel to all who have 
never heard it. Guard our lives from 
sin, turn our land to ‘Thee, and let Thy 
Kingdom come in all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson ‘“O Lord, make me 
good,” prayed a little girl one night, and 
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then added, “not real good, just good 
enough that I won’t have to be whipped.” 
John the Baptist would have said that 
prayer was of no use. All that lay be- 
hind it was fear of punishment. But 
John called people to repent, and when 
we repent we hate our sin, not merely 
its punishment. Many a man in jail is 
sorry he is there, sorry he was caught, 
but not sorry for the wrongdoing that 
put him in jail. When we have sin- 
ned and it has brought us into trouble, 
it is not enough to be sorry over the 
mess we are in. We should sorrow over 
the sin itself, and be sorry enough to 
stop our sinning and make any amends 
we can. 
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Not so long ago the United States 
Treasury received a check from a vet- 
eran to pay for some army goods he had 
stolen while in the forces. The letter 
confessed the theft, enclosed payment, 
and said the writer was studying to be 
a missionary, and he was his own first 
convert! To begin with himself was the 
right place to begin. Confessing his sin 
and paying for what he stole was bring- 
ing forth fruit befitting repentance as 
our Golden Text tells us to do. If God 
is speaking to your heart about some- 
thing you should put right, get busy and 
do it now. “Bring forth therefore fruits 
worthy of repentance.” 


Vancouver, B. C., CaN. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?” (Luke 3:7.)—John the 
Baptist did not mince words. He called 
the many Pharisees and Sadducees, “O 
generation [or brood] of vipers” (Matt. 
3:7). He was justified in using such 
terms. The Pharisee was the ritualist 
of that day, while the Sadducee was the 
rationalist. They must have been char- 
acterized by a venomous hypocrisy and 
a deadly malice for the Lord Himself 
to call them a “generation of vipers” 
(Matt. 23:33). 

John was not a Modernist —he men- 
tioned “wrath to come.” People are so 
hardened in their unbelief that they can 
smile and even laugh at the preacher 
who so warns today. It is commonly 
held that all the hell there is, is that 
which one experiences in this life. But 
that is serious error. 

We do well to correct such statements 
as one Christian did during the recent 
war. An old skeptic looking at the ruins 
made by bombs said to a Christian 
worker, “This bombing is hell — abso- 
lutely hell, isn’t it?” “No,” replied the 
worker, “and I'll give you three reasons 
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why it is not hell. First, I am a Chris- 
tian and there are no Christians in hell. 
Second, there is a tavern around the cor- 
ner, and there are no taverns in hell. 
Third, I am here proclaiming the Gospel 
of Christ, and there is no Gospel in 
hell.” Four weeks later that skeptic Be- 
lieved the Gospel and was delivered 
from the wrath to come. 

“Begin not to say ... we have Abra- 
ham to our father” (v. 8).—Edersheim 
says: “The common notion of the time 
was that the vials of wrath were to be 
poured out only on the Gentiles, while 
they, as Abraham’s children, were sure 
of escape. . For no principle was 
more fully established in the popular 
conviction, than that all Israel had part 
in the world to come, and this specific- 
ally because of their connection with 
Abraham.” 

There is much boasting today regard- 
ing family trees; but all such boasting 
is vain when salvation is under consid- 
eration. Trace all family. trees far 
enough back and it will be found that 
our mother was a thief, our father a 
receiver of stolen property, and our elder 
brother a murderer. For Eve was our 
mother, Adam ‘our Father, and Cain our 
elder brother. 
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“The axe is laid unto the root of the 
trees” (v. 9).—It was not a matter of 
cutting off certain branches, but of deal. 
ing with the root of the tree bearing eyijj 
fruit. 

An unsaved husband of a Christian 
wife was opposed to Christianity. While 
in the woods to fell trees, he spied a 
certain tree and said, “That tree will J 
cut down, for it is dead and dry, and 
fit only to be burned.” Immediately 
the question flashed into his mind, “Am 
not I a dead tree, fit only to burn?” He 
tried his utmost to banish the unpleas. 
ant thought, but it was an arrow from 
the Lord’s quiver. 

He approached the tree and struck 
a few blows with the ax, but still the 
thought rankled in his heart, “Will God 
ever say about me, ‘Cut it down; why 
cumbereth it the ground?’” He plied 
his ax with increasing vigor, but every 
blow seemed to deepen the conviction 
of his own spiritual deadness and awful 
destiny. Eventually these thoughts be. 
came so unbearable that he shouldered 
his ax, returned home, and went directly 
to his room. There he fell upon his 
knees before God, and with a penitent 
and broken heart confessed his condi- 
tion before God, and found forgiveness 


THE WRONG KEY IN THIS CONNECTION ! 





“Wehave Abraham to our father: 
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Lesson for August 20 


and deliverance through faith in Christ. 

“What shall we do then?” (v. 10.)— 
John was being used to “prepare... 
the way” for the first advent of the 
Lord; hence his preaching was “the bap- 
tism of repentance for the remission of 
sins” (v. 3), and “He that hath two coats, 
let him impart to him that hath none; 
and he that hath meat, let him do like- 
wise” (v.11). The publicans (taxgath- 
erers) were told, “Exact no more than 
that which is appointed you” (v. 13). 
And the soldiers were to “do violence 
to no man, neither accuse any falsely; 
and be content with your wages.” 

Now that the first advent of the Lord 
Jesus is an accomplished fact, and He 
has gone back to Heaven, the door is 
open to Gentiles, the remission of sins 
is received on the exercise of faith in 
the Lord Jesus, before baptism. See 
Acts 10:34-48, also 13:38, 39. All be- 
lievers are enjoined to be “zealous of” 
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and to “maintain: good works” (Titus 2: 
14, also 3:8) as evidence of the reality 
of their faith. 


“One mightier than I cometh” (Luke 
3:16).—John firmly believed in the es- 
sential deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(See John 1:29.) As God the Son, He 
would baptize believers “with the Holy 
Ghost”— which He did on the Day of 
Pentecost, and afterward. This baptism 
caused the formation of the one body 
(1 Cor. 12:13). The baptism “with fire” 
is for the chaff and will occur at His 
manifestation in glory (2 Thess. 1:7-9; 
Mark 9:49). 

Mr. Moody said it was his sad lot to 
be in the Chicago fire. He said: “As 
the flames swept down the streets, it 
was like the judgment day. All classes, 
high and low, rich and poor, sought 
to flee. There was no difference. Many 
perished.” 

All judgment has been committed 
“unto the Son” (John 5:22). Today, all 
may flee from the wrath to come to Him 
who is the Saviour. It may be too late 
tomorrow. 


Wawona, CALIF, 


Ww 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, John the Baptist, of 
whom Jesus said, “There is not a 
greater prophet,” confined his brief but 
great ministry to two themes: Repent- 
ance and Salvation. His first great word 
was “Repent,” and his second was “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29.) 
His challenge to repentance was so com- 
pelling that"many came to him begging 
advice: “What shall we do, then?” And 
he answered, If you have two coats, 
give one to somebody who has no coat; 
and if you have meat, feed the hungry. 
The publicans also asked, “Master, what 
shall we do?” And he told those tax- 
gatherers to be just in their assessments. 
The. soldiers came asking, “And what 
shall we do?” John answered in effect, 
When in your line of duty you arrest 
people, do not jostle or handle them 
roughly; remember, you are not the 
judge or the executioner; it is not your 
place to accuse them abusingly; a police- 
man can be a gentleman even as an ar- 
resting officer. (I wish John could speak 
to some of our traffic cops!) John had 
a ready and wholesome answer for 

every earnest seeker after the truth. 
I was just thinking that John’s chal- 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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lenge to repentance would be very ap- 
propriate in this our day, for “all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3:23). And while Uncle 
Sam has been accumulating a stock pile 
of atom bombs, you and I doubtless have 
been stockpiling some sins of which we 
should repent. If John the Baptist 
should suddenly appear and startle us 
into repentance, and we should ask him, 
“What shall I do then?” what would he 
answer? He might say to a fellow to- 
day: “‘Bring forth .. . fruits worthy 
of repentance. You are more highly 
favored than_some of the other fellows 
—you have two rods and two reels, 
strong, new nylon lines, an assortment 
of plugs and snelled hooks— lend some 
of your fine equipment to that neighbor 
who cannot afford anything better than 
a pole and a cotton line. Or maybe you 
have more pocket money than he does. 
Share with him your meat some time. 
Possibly, like the soldiers, you are big 
and strong and could bully your school- 
mates, but you are not going to do that; 
it is not manly.” 

These are “fruits meet for repentance” 
in their way. And John clearly showed 
that one’s soul could not be saved un- 
less he repented of his sins, and the re- 
pentance must be so sincere and earnest 
that the fruits would be in evidence. 
Then “behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world,” and 
accept Him as Saviour. It is a very 
simple formula, but a very necessary one, 

FonTANA Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OHN the Baptist is the seventh in 

the list of the great men of the Bible 
whom we are studying this quarter. 
And certainly he has a right to be in- 
cluded, for the Lord Jesus Himself said 
that no one greater than John the Bap- 
tist had ever been born. 

John was a preacher, a prophet, and 
also the herald of the King. Today we 
are thinking of him primarily as a 
preacher, and what a preacher he was! 

How can we measure the greatness of 
a preacher? Shall we consider just the 
eloquence of his words? A woman went 
to hear a certain preacher. When she 
came back she said, “He gave the most 
wonderful sermon I have ever heard.” 
She was asked the preacher’s subject. 
She replied: “I do not know just what 
he talked about, but it was wonderful. 
His words flowed along like the waves of 
the sea.” She could not remember any- 
thing at all of the preacher’s message; 
all she could think of was his wonderful 
delivery. She thought him a great 
preacher. What do you think? Of 
course God is the only one who can 
truly appraise any man’s work. But the 
result of a man’s preaching is a better 
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measure of his greatness than the elo- 
quence of it. 

John the Baptist was a great preacher, 
judging by the effect upon his listeners. 
Turn to Luke 3:2. What was the first 
step in his becoming a preacher? (The 
Word of God coming to him.) And with- 
out that first step, no one can be a great 
preacher. The Word of God must affect 
him before he can give it out effectually. 
When I attended the university, I discov- 
ered that one of my fellow students in- 
tended to be a preacher. In conversa- 
tion with him it developed that the 
Word of God had never reached him. 
He had _ never been convicted of sin, and 
he had never met the Lord Jesus. He 
said he wanted to be a minister because 
he had always desired to do some good 
in the world; and he had always en- 
joyed talking more than working with 
his hands. I told him that he would not 
do any good at all as a preacher until 
he himself had been affected by the 
Word of God. All he could do was to 
tell people to pull themselves up by 
their bootstraps, which is entirely im- 
possible. I wish I knew that he was 
saved later, but I do not, nor do I know 
whether he went on to be a minister 
or not. If he did and has not yet been 
born again by the Word of God, do you 
think he is a valuable preacher? 

John the Baptist was not like that. 
The Word of God reached him first and 
then he gave it out to others. Read 
Luke 3:3 and find the theme of John’s 
preaching. That is why our ‘lesson to- 
day calls John a preacher of repentance. 

Read Luke 3:7-9. How very unflatter- 
ing John’s message was, but it was very 
effectual! Why do I say it was effectual? 
John had said, “Bring forth . . . fruits 
worthy of repentance,” and his listeners 
became anxious to do this. Read verse 
10. Then what did he tell the common 
people to do to shéw their repentance 
and their desire to be right with God? 
(To share their food and clothing with 
those in greater need.) 

The publicans, i.e., the tax collectors, 
also wanted to bring forth fruits worthy 
of repentance. What did John the Bap- 
tist tell them to do? (Collect taxes 
fairly.) It was the custom in those days 
for the tax collector to get as much out 
of the people as he could and to keep 
for himself all that was beyond the sum 
of money the government demanded. 

John’s message also reached the sol- 
diers. What did he tell them? (“Do 
violence to no man, neither accuse any 
falsely; and be content with your 
wages.”) The preaching of John the Bap- 
tist was very practical. He put his fin- 
ger on the particular sins of each group. 
The common people were selfish and in- 
different to the plight of others. This 
is one of the sins of our day, too. God 
forbid that we who are Christians shou! 1 
be guilty of it! The taxgatherers were 
grasping and unjust, the soldiers discon- 
tented and violent. John the Baptist 
reached all of his listeners with the mes- 





sage of repentance, but he did not stop 
there. He pointed the people to the 
Lamb of God. Read verses 15-18. See 
how clearly John stated that Christ was 
far greater than he, and that it was He 
who was to judge all the people. John 
1:37 tells us of two of those who heard 
John speak and followed Jesus. John’s 
testimony bore fruit long after he had 
gone to Heaven, for twenty-five or thirty 
years later we find some of John’s dis- 
ciples who had traveled as far as Ephe- 
sus, getting baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 

Read Luke 3:19. Here we find the 
preacher of repentance urging repent- 
ance upon the king himself. Herod had 
married his brother’s wife. No doubt 
she was eager for the match herself, de. 
siring to be queen. This was a great 
sin in the sight of God, so John the Bap- 
tist could not overlook it and be true 
to his trust. But instead of repenting, 
Herod cast John into prison. Matthew 
14: 1-12 tells the sad earthly end of John 
the Baptist. He was beheaded as a spe- 
cial favor to King Herod’s stepdaughter, 
who had been told by her mother to 
dance her best before the king, then if 
he offered her some reward she was to 
ask for the head of John the Baptist 
on a tray. 

The contrast between blameless John 
in the prison below and the horrible 
people living in the palace thirsting for 
his blood gives us some idea of the con- 
trast between Heaven and hell. Now we 
have some choice in the matter of the 
company we keep, but those in hell will 
not have that privilege. Think of liv- 
ing forever with Herod’s wicked wife 
and stepdaughter and all the horrible 
people that have lived on this earth and 
also having to live with the father of 
lies himself, who was a murderer from 
the beginning! Then think of the glori- 
ous company of Heaven, the holy, happy 
people there, and, above all, the King 
of glory! With which company are you 
going to spend eternity? 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 1f cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one 
Illustrations must reach the Times 
months in advance of the lesson, and sho’ 
not be clipped from earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are 

to limit the total submitted on each lesson # 

four illustrations. 


Even the Doctor Benefited.—Bring 
forth therefore fruits worthy of repent 
ance (Luke 3:8, Golden Text). During 
the Welsh revival of 1904-05, a village 
doctor remarked to a friend, “Well, the 
revival is doing me good, anyway.” “De 
you have more patients?” asked the 
friend. “Not at all,” replied the doctof, 
“but twenty-three pounds due to me 
which I had written off my debts ® 


August 5, 1950 






i om 





=2@Sonr 




















SPB SEB Sssew ee ee wos 














eS 






& 
rs 














SiF7IFISseITIPGs 






® 









BSSEER OSPR OTS. 





a 
@ 
















pee bere ees FF 





nting, 
itthew 
John 
a spe- 
ighter, 
rer to 
hen if 
vas to 
3aptist 


; John 
orrible 
ng for 
e con- 
ow we 
of the 
211 will 
of liv- 
i wife 
orrible 
th and 
her of 
r from 
» glori- 
happy 
» King 
ire you 


Lesson for August 20 


hopelessy bad debts, have been paid me 
since the revival began.”—-From the War 
Cry. Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, 
N.Y. 


Disturbing Evidence. — Bring forth 
therefore fruits worthy of repentance 
(Luke 3:8, Golden Text). A farmer in 
England, after his conversion, called on 
an infidel neighbor to say that he had 
been awakened to a sense of his sinful- 
ness and wished to restore to him four 
sheep with their offspring for the four 
years that they had been in his posses- 
sion, “Go away,” said the infidel. “Don’t 
bother me about the sheep. If you go 
on this way I'll have to believe there 
is something after all in this religion. 
Keep the sheep, and don’t disturb me.” 
How greatly our present day needs a 
religion that induces that kind of re- 
pentance!—F'rom Evangelical-Messenger. 
Sent by Julius F. Schipper, Middleville, 
Mich. Prize illustration. 


Brush Pile—or Tree?—Every tree 
... which bringeth not forth good fruit 
ig hewn down, and cast into the fire 
(Luke 3:9). An American educator, wise 
as well as learned, once asked the ques- 
tion: “Is your life a brush pile or a 
tree?” The contrast is apparent. The 
brush pile is a heap of cut and broken 
branches. From a distance it may look 
like a tree, but its branches have no 
communion with the living stem. They 
are in the process of disintegration and 
decay while the tree is alive, its 
branches vitally related one to another. 
They feed upon soil and sun, and bring 
forth flower and fruit.—From Quote. Sent 
by the Rev. Charles V. Naugle, Macun- 
gie, Pa. 


Repairs Not Needed.—What shall we 
dothen? (Luke 3:10). While waiting in 
the studio of a broadcasting station in 
Cleveland, an advertiser’s voice was 
heard through the loud speaker, an- 
nouncing, “If you need anything in 
watch repairing go to .” and a 
certain firm was mentioned. One of 
the employees looked up and exclaimed, 
‘Ineed no watch repairing; what I need 
isa watch.” It furnished me with an 
excellent text. What the unsaved man 
needs is not a repairing of his life. He 
heeds a new life altogether, which comes 
only through a second birth. Reforma- 
tion is like watch repairing. Repent- 
ance isslike the recognition of the lack 
of a watch—From Dr. H. A. Ironside. 
Pe by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 


What They Thought of Wesley.—And 
al men mused in their hearts of John 
(Luke 3:15). A story has come down to 
Us from the days of Wesley concerning 
his work among the miners of Cornwall. 

villages were transformed from a 
gambling, swearing, and Sabbath-break- 


| ing people to men and women of sobri- 


ety and godliness. In every home was to 
be found a picture of John Wesley, the 
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man whom they all loved. One day a 
stranger visiting one of these humble 
homes seeing John Wesley’s picture on 
the wall said, “Whose picture is that?” 
The old miner reverently lifted his hat 
and said, “There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John.”—From 
Serving-and-Waiting. Sent by Mrs. Clar- 
ence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Earthquake and Fire Needed.—With 
fire (Luke 3:16). A bishop wrote to the 
vicar of a country church suggesting a 
“quiet day” should be observed. The 
vicar wrote and said: “My lord, in this 
parish we have too many quiet days. 
What we want is an earthquake.” The 
need of the Church today is the fire 
of John the Baptist—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Last Chance—He will gather the 
wheat into his garner; but the chaff 
he will burn with fire unquenchable 
(Luke 3:17). Some years ago, Bishop 
Phillips Brooks became quite ill and 
would see no visitors. When Robert 
Ingersoll, the agnostic, heard that his 
friend was sick, he called at his home 
to see him and was admitted at once. 
“I appreciate this very much,” said Mr. 
Ingersoll, “but why do you see me when 
you deny yourself to all your friends?” 
“It’s this way,” answered the bishop. “I 
feel confident of seeing my other friends 
in the next world, but this may be my 
last chance to see you.”"—From Emery 
G. Young in Coronet. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HE children will like this lesson bet- 

ter than the last ones, I think, for 
they are more or less familiar with the 
story of John the Baptist; and children, 
especially small ones, like the same old 
stories over and over. For the picture 
today you can no doubt find one of John 
baptizing in the Jordan, or the baptism 
of Jesus. While that is not included in 
the verges in our lesson, it is part of 
the story, so the picture is appropriate. 

John the Baptist was probably the 
second cousin of the Lord Jesus, their 
mothers being cousins, and they had un- 
doubtedly seen each other, but it seems 
from the Bible story that when John 
was preaching about the one who was 
to come, whose shoe he was not worthy 
to unloose, he did not know ‘that one 
was Jesus. If you read the story in John, 
you will find that John the Baptist rec- 
ognized Jesus as the Son of God at His 
baptism. What a thrill that must. have 
been for John! 

John the Baptist is another outdoor 
man, another man who wore a leathern 
girdle. His clothing was made of camels’ 
hair, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. He was aman of the desert, and 
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By Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 32 pages 
For a fruitful study of the Word 


Words to Winners of Souls 
By Heraties Bonar om 48 pages 


orp 
Which Religion? 


By Dr. eorge W.A 48 
° pen to “Which Church awa". 


Each 30c; per dozen $3.00 
American Tract Society 


21 W. 46th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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dressed like one, and ate the food of 
the desert. 

He was a faithful witness, who 
preached God’s message to the people 
who came out in great crowds to hear 
him. ‘That message was one of prepara- 
tion, getting ready for the coming one, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The message was, 
“Repent.” “To the scribes and Pharisees 
as well as to the common people, he 
preached repentance. 

The people then were trusting for sal- 
vation in the fact that they were chil- 
dren of Abraham, and he told them that 
that was not enough, they must show 
some fruits of their faith. And that is 
a good message for us today. A lot of 
people are trusting in their church mem- 
bership to save them, or in their good 
works. And none of these things will 
save them. I am sure your children can 
answer if they are asked how they can 
be saved. There is no other way than 
through belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and His shed blood, shed for our sins. 

For about four hundred years God 
had not spoken through prophets to His 
people, and they had forgotten much of 
His Law, and had wandered into sin. 
He sent John the Baptist to call the 
people back, to make them remember 
God’s commands and repent of their sin. 
John told them of their Messiah who 
was to come, so they would be on the 
watch and ready for Jesus Christ when 
He appeared, but so few of them heeded 
John’s message. 

The people then were just like they 
are today. God has told us in His Word 
that the Lord Jesus Christ will come 
back again to this earth, in person, to 
stand once more on the Mount of Olives; 
that He will judge the nations and set 
up His Kingdom with its capital at Jeru- 
salem, and will rule this earth for one 
thousand years. But when you tell this 
story, how many people reject it. Many 
who claim to be Christians say the Bible 
doesn’t mean just what it says. Then 
some say that maybe He will come back 
some time in a few thousand years, but 
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not now, for they are not ready for Him 
now. 

The people who listened to John and 
believed him and repented were the ones 
who believed on the Lord Jesus when 
He came. They knew Him. The ones 
who believe He is coming again are the 
ones who will be ready to meet him 
when He comes. 

Once upon a time a father and mother 
went on a trip and left the children 
home with their grandmother. Before 
they left, they gave each child some 
tasks to do while they were away, not 
very hard, but things that must be done 
before their return. Bill, the oldest boy, 
said, “Grandma, I’m going to clean up 
that weed patch right away, as fast as 
I can, and then it will be done, and] 
won’t have to worry about it.” So he 
did. 

Harry, the next boy, said, “I’m not 
going to fix the fence yet. There’s plenty 
of time before Daddy gets home.” 

His grandmother reminded him that 
they did not know just how long Daddy 
would be gone; he might be back ina 
few days. But Harry put off his work. 
Day after day, his grandmother spoke 
to him about it, but there was always 
plenty of time. 

One day as he came dawdling along 
home from school, there stood his 
father’s car. Did he rush to meet him? 
Oh, no! He sneaked around the back 
way to mend the fence, but Daddy met 
him at the shed, and gave him no chance 
to do his job. The faithful Bill re 
ceived the much coveted reward, a trip 
with his father, but Harry stayed home 
and worked while Bill went sight-see- 
ing. And he thought his father was very 
hard on him. What do you think? 

And what about the people who will 
not be ready for the Lord when He 
comes? I hope every child in the Pri- 
mary classes will believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and let the 
Holy Spirit come into his heart to guide 
him. Then he will be waiting for the 
blessed Saviour when He comes. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
John Preaches God’s Message 
(Luke 3:2, 3, 10-14) 


Quiz — Some oF Gop’s PREACHERS 

Wee was given a message from God 

while he was still a child? (Sam- 
uel.) 2. Who was told by God how t 
make a tent church? (Moses.). 3. Who 
was sent by God to rebuke wicked King 
Ahab? (Elijah.) 4. Who read the Bible 
to the people outdoors? (Ezra.) 5. Who 
brought God’s message to David about 
building a house for God? (Nathan) 
6. What preacher was swallowed by # 
great fish? (Jonah.) 7. Who went 
watchtower to wait God’s answer to his 
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Lesson for August 20 

hard question? (Habakkuk.) 8. What 
preacher was a _ farmer-shepherd? 
(Amos.) 9. What preacher understood 
God’s love because of his own love for 
his family? (Hosea.) 10. Who foretold 
that Jerusalem would be plowed up? 
(Micah.) 

What part of the Bible tells about all 
these preachers? (The Old Testament.) 
We will start with George to repeat the 
Books of the Old Testament. I will point 
my finger at him. When I move my fin- 
ger to another person, George will stop, 
and the person pointed at will go on 
from that Book until the finger moves 
again. 

Today we have a new preacher. The 
Lord Jesus Himself said that this man 
was the greatest of all preachers who 
had yet lived (Luke 7:28). God gave 
him the great honor of being the one to 
come before the Lord Jesus and get the 
people ready for Him. Who was he? 
(John the Baptist.) How did the peo- 
ple get ready? (They were sorry for 
their sins, and were baptized.) Then 
John said: “You must show you really 
mean it by what you do. You are trees 
and an ax is all ready to cut you down 
if you do not bear good fruit.” Up spoke 
the people, “What do we have to do?” 
How did John answer them? (Luke 
3:11.) Then came the tax collectors, 
men who in those days could cheat and 
do almost anything to get big taxes out 
of people. John told them to collect 
only as much as they were supposed to. 
Then came the rough soldiers. What 
did John tell them they must do? (v. 14.) 

Now imagine John still standing there 
by the bank of the Jordan River. You 
boys and girls come up to him. You 
tell him you are sorry for the wrong 
things you have done. You want to be 
baptized and be ready for the Lord Jesus 
when He comes again. John says to 
you, “You must show you really mean 
it by what you do — you must bear good 
fruit.” You all ask, “What do we have 
to do?” And John replies: “Do you 
have extra books and puzzles and play- 
things? Share them with someone who 
has none.” Then he points his finger 
at some of you who cheat in games and 
says: “Stop your cheating. Get only 
fair scores.” To the big boys he Says, 
“Don't be rough and hurt the smaller 
children.” Some of you girls, and some 
boys, too, blush when he says, “Don’t 
make up lies about people.” As you 
turn away, he calls after you, “And don’t 
fuss because Dad doesn’t give you more 
money to spend.” 

Hundreds listened to John’s words. 
Some were ready for the Lord Jesus 
when He came. Some went back to 
their bad ways and missed the good 
things the Lord Jesus brought. What 
about you? “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy might” 
(Deut. 6:5, Memory Verse). Do you 
listen-to what our pastor says as he 
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helps us get ready for the Lord Jesus 
every Sunday? 

Devote one scrapbook page to John the 
Baptist. If pictures: of your pastor or 
local preachers are available from news- 
papers or other sources, paste them on 
the second page with the Memory Verse. 
Books and toys might be collected for 
use at Christmas time, or to take to the 
hospital if the scrapbooks are going 
there. 


ORONO, MAINE, 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 663) 


1. The exact relationship we do not 
know, but it was through their respec- 
tive mothers (Luke 1:36). 


2. Mary’s mother must have been of 
the tribe of Levi, while her father was 
of the tribe of Judah. 


3. Elijah. See Malachi 4:5, 6; Matthew 
11: 12-14, 


4. The imminent appearing of Messiah 
(Isa. 40:3; Luke 3:16). 


5. It was the outward token of re- 
pentance, neither producing repentance 
nor bestowing any grace. John refused 
baptism where repentance was clearly 
absent (Matt. 3:7, 8). 


6. Because they were claiming merit 
from their lineage as a basis for eternal 
life. 


7. One who shares the faith of Abra- 
ham (Rom. 4:11, 12), and does his works 
(John 8:39), is a true son of Abraham. 
See Luke 19:9. 


8. He is here not dealing with the root, 
but the fruit (vs, 8, 9). Repentance is 
not a barren emotion, but changes the 
conduct, 


9.-The construction in the Greek sug- 
gests one baptism in a double element, 
which would mean that the baptism with 
fire is not related to the “fire unquench- 
able” of verse 17. 


10. John 3:30. 
Wueaton, ILL, 
w 


How sadly possible it is to delight in 
the rest of faith while forgetful to 
fight the good fight of faith; to dwell 
upon the cleansing and the purity @f- 
fected by faith, but to have little thought 
for the poor souls struggling in the mire 
of sin.—Hudson Taylor. 
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A BETTER TOMORROW 
BY WHAT YOU DO 
TODAY! 


Assure Richer Life for Others With 
Financial Security for Yourself 


YOU—yes, you—can help make this world a 
better place to live in by facilitating the world- 
wide distribution of the Bible—and~ at the 
same time make your own future more secure 
by purchasing an American Bible Society An- 
nuity Agreement. 

In this way, you not only receive the peace 
of mind which comes from a generous lifetime 
income, you also enjoy the untold satisfaction 
of knowing that your money goes to spread 
the Word of God wherever needed. 
Investigate this Christian Plan which gives 
you SAFETY, SECURITY, SAVINGS in in- 
come tax, and supreme SATISFACTION all 
at the same time. Write today for the interest- 
ing booklet, “A Gift That Lives?” 
poccccne 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! 

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 


Please. send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 35SS entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Name. 
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Send for free literature and information. 


CENTRAL AMERICAN MISSION Dept. S 





DID YOU KNOW 


THAT IN 1890 DR. C. I. SCOFIELD founded a mission for the 
evangelization of Central _America, and upon lines which he believed 
to be Biblical? This mission continues to labor toward that end. Your 
day school, or Bible class ought to know about this work. 


3611 Congress Avenue, Dallas 4, Texas 
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Christian Schools and Colleges 


(ADVERTISEMENTS) 





‘Indian Bible School) a hand 





Galilean College and Seminary 
Higgins Bay Dept. $ New York 
ADVANTAGES 


The College offers the A.B. and B.R.E. Seminary 
offers usual graduate degrees. The Summer 

School sessions July and ane, Location—In the 
Adirondacks on Piseco Lake. Small Classes—In- 
dividual Attention. Recreational opportunities. 
Extra- Mural Department open to ministers who 
meet requir 


Southeastern Bible School 
1401 South 29th Street Birmingham 5, Alabama 
* Thorough Bible training in distinctive training 

courses for Christian service. 
¢ Wholesome Christian fellowship with well devel- 
oped campus activities. 
¢ Practical Christian work while in training. 
Write for catalog 











Cook Christian Training School 
4050 North Second Street Phoenix, Arizona 
FREE 
from Cook Christian Training School (an All 

fecssred and nicely 
decorated Indian version of 
The Twenty-Third Psalm 
Send post card for interesting folder 





SOUTHLAND BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Pikeville, Kentucky 

A true-to-the-Word school strategically located in 

the Ki ky tai 





TUITION FREE 
Courses in Bible, Missions, Christian Education, 
Music, etc. Your prayers and support will 
appreciated in this fast-growing and expanded 
ministry. 1950-51 season opens September 18. 


Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
Missions—Christian Education 
Tuition Free—VA approved 
Write for catalogue 





BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 
Were Bovs Become CurisTian GENTLEMEN 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
Grades 7 through 12 
David E. Falconer, Acting Headmaster 
Asheville, North Carolina 





BUFFALO BIBLE INSTITUTE 
827 Delaware Avenue Buffalo 9, New York 


Thorough three-year courses in Theolo; Chris- 
tian lucation, and Missions. Co- ucational. 
Beautiful buildings and ounde, Approved by 
Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes (Inter- 
mediate Division). Self-help opportunities. Write 
for catalog. 


D. K. Reisinger, President. 


Dallas 5 Theological Semins Seminary 





Se oe unrelated te al now in 
25th year offering four-year standard theological 
curriculum for college : leading to Th.M., 
graduate work toward Biblical, conserva- 
tive, premillennial. Ramet by New York Re- 
gents. Approved for veterans. 

Address Registrar: 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Founder and President 
3909 Swiss Avenue Dallas 4, Texas 





THE MONTROSE SCHOOL 


Essex Fells, New Jersey 


Important New Features. . . 
Curriculum—|st Grade through Senior High 
School 

Co-educational—now open to boys and girls, both 
resident and day sch hook 

New President—Stuart P. Garver, former Regis- 
trar and faculty member at Provi- 
dence Bible Institute. 


Fort Wayne Bible Institute 
814 W. Rudisill Boulevard Fort Wayne 6, Ind. 


‘*TRAINING FOR SERVICE and SERVICE IN TRAINING’? 


A co-educational, interdenominational, evangelical 
Bible college. 
Fall opening, September 12, 1950 


Catalog on request 





Mid-South BIBLE erwre 


1271 Poplar A 





Satrednces 
New 1-year Basic Bible Course 


Designed to meet the crying need of today’s young 
people . . . a solid BIBLE foundation before enter- 
ing college . . . also standard three-year course. 


Los Angeles Baptist Theological Seminary 
Spiritual Scholarly 
Graduate School of Theology, B.D. 
College of Theology, A.B. 
Consistently free from modernistic affiliations 
Milton E. Fish, S.T.M., Dean 
Address inquiries to 560 S. St. Louis Street, Los 

Angeles 33, Calif. 





. J 
Grace Theological Seminary 
Winona Lake, Indiana 
A standard theological chee where the whole 
Wend of God is honored and taught, and the high 
academic ands of Christian scholarship are 
directed toward a practical Christian ministry. Ap- 
proved for veteran education. No tuition. 
Dr. Alva J. McClain, President 
Dr. Herman A. Hoyt, Registrar 


VANCOUVER BIBLE SCHOOL 
1601 West 10th Avenve Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
Rev. Jos. E. Harris, B.A., Principal 

. (Times Lesson Writer) 
Summer Session, July 10 to August 19. 
Fall Term Opens, October 2. 
Careful Bible Study, Rich Prayer Fellowship, Di- 
rected Practical Work, Constant Missionary Empha- 
sis, Inexpensive Room and ; 





MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

% Thorough Bible study under faculty of 40. 

* Related subjects (Gospel music, children’s work, 
missionary aviation, r 

* Ou wince ee So Se in Chicago’s mis- 
sions, prisons, hospitals 

Over 50,000 have studied wS 2,500 Moody- 

trained missionaries on the foreign field. Catalox. 


820 N. La Salle Street Chicago 10, Illinois 





Midwest Bible and Missionary Institute 
Offers degree and diploma courses of thorough, 
efficient Bible training. 
“At the Crossroads of a nation at the Crossroads’ 
Nye J. Langmade, President 
Write for catalog 


3964 Washington Avenue St. Lovis 8, Mo. 
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New Liberalism, Old 
Unitarianism 
(Continued from second page) 


We are contending for the liberty of 
being Protestants.” It is “Baptist Free- 
dom” of so-called “Roger Williams Fel- 
lowship” type. They would extend their 
academic freedom campaign into Chris- 
tian institutions. When the founders of 
Andover Seminary drew up a creed for 
the protection of their foundation, the 
familiar anti-creeda! cries of today were 
heard from the camp of 1815 “Liberal- 
ism.” To them, The Panoplist replied: 
“The simple fact is that the founders 
of the theological institution at. Andover 
have very wisely insisted that the pro- 
fessors, supported by their funds, should 
subscribe articles of faith. 
“It is indeed singular that men pro- 
fessing unbounded Liberalism should 
raise and keep up a violent outcry 
merely because a few charitable indi- 
viduals have endowed professorships 
with their own money and have pro- 
vided that the professors should believe 
certain doctrines which, as the founders 
are fully persuaded, are taught in the 
Scripture.” 
At every point we find the “Liberal- 
ism” of our day reproducing that of 
the old days. Thus our later “Liberals” 
have published Shorter Bibles and 
Standard Revised Versions. So a cen- 
tury and a third ago! It was then the 
“Improved Version of the New Testa- 
ment.” “The leading members of the 
party greedily purchased it, gave it 
away, urged others to do the same, ap- 
plauded it, and publicly declared con- 
cerning it that it is a version far more 
faithful, more correct, and more intel- 
ligible than that in common use.” They 
wanted to have the Bible Society circu- 
late it. Well, it is long since forgotten, as 
Charles Foster Kent’s Bible mutilations 
already are, and as the subtle Standard 
Revised Version may become. God’s “uni- 
versal Fatherhood,” as contrasted with 
the New Testament teaching of the fam- 
ily of God called out of a perishing 
humanity, was curreht teaching and 
churches under Liberal ministers used 
Alexander Pope’s “Universal Prayer”: 
Father of all! in every age 
In every clime adored: 

By saint, by savage, and by sage— 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord. 

What conscience dictates to be done, 
Or warns us not to do, 

This teach me more than hell to shun; 
That, more than heaven pursue. 


What blessings thy free bounty gives 
Let me not cast away: 
For God is paid when man receives, 
T’ enjoy is to obey. 
It is the humanist note of 1950. 
There was a passage in an editorial of 
The Christian Century a quarter of 2 
century ago, in which the unbridgeable 
chasm between Fundamentalism and 
Modernism was described. It has often 
been quoted and will be well remem 
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TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
’ @ Christian 
e Accredited 
e Friendly 





SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE 
Seattie 99, Washington 
Tee International School of Missions 


ies under appoint t, on furlough, 
or candidates for a degree. 


Intensive language studies in Japanese, Chinese, 
Spanish, and French 


Scores of related courses. 
Dr. C. Hoyt Watson, President 








Multnomah School of the Bible 
632 N. E. Holladay St. Portland 14, Oregon 
Three-year Standard Bible Course 
One-year Course for Graduate Students 
Evening School 
Six Weeks Summer Session 
If it’s Bible you want—then you want Multnomah 





“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distinc- 
tive Christian training. Grades seven to college 
entrance. Boys from fourteen states and eleven 
foreign countries.  45-acre campus, accessible 
carortrain. Twenty-ninth year begins Sept. 15. 
For a catalogue, write the headmaster. 
Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 
Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


SHELTON COLLEGE 
formerly The National Bible Institute 


Shelton College offers majors in many fields. 
College courses—Bible School courses— 
Evening School courses. Write for catalog. 


340 West 55th Street New York 19, N.Y. 
Free from entangling alliances with modernism 





WHEATON COLLEGE 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Since 1860 the entire educational program at 
Wheaton has been “For Christ and His Kingdom.” 
Wheaton College, Wheaton Academy, Graduate 
School, Conservatory of Music, Sehool of Nursing. 


Each division offers thorough Christ-centered ed- 
ucation to oung, le eager for Christian life and 
service. te: The Regi Registrar for catalog. 


KANSAS CITY BIBLE COLLEGE 


Prepare for a life of Christian service at the Kansas 
City Bible College. Missions, General Bible, 
Music, and Christian Education training. Recrea- 
tional facilities, 4 acre campus, gymnasium. Ap- 
proved for veterans training. Write for free catalog. 


P. 0. Box 7035 Dept. A Kansas City 2, Mo. 





Providence Bible Institute 
100 State Street Providence 8, Rhode Island 
PROVIDENCE Offers 

3-Year * 4-Year 
Non-degree course Degree course 
BIBLE CENTERED 


Pastore’, Mipsioneny. Music, General, Christian 
lleg accreditation by AABIBC. 


= he for catalog or pictorial folder 








GREENVILLE COLLEGE 


A 4-year « dliaabeiah Gad indian iat college offering 
courses in Li Arts, Religion, Teacher Trainin, 
Business, Music, and Pre-professional euevienls 
and emphasizing the development of Christian 
personality. 

Summer School Fall Semester Opens 
May 30 to August 10 September 18, 1950 


. J. Long, President 


H 
Greenville Illinois 


William Jennings Bryan University 
A Christ-centered, Interdenominational, Co-Edu- 
cational, Liberal Arts College. 

Offers course leofing to the B.A. and B.S. De- 
grees. Able faculty. Saal classes. Christian 
atmosphere. Write Box 7 

JUDSON A. soll President 
Dayton - - - Tennessee 





COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLEGE 
Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, President 
Columbia, South Carolina 
An Open Door ... 


To distinctive training for Christian service, under- 
graduate. 

To graduate training in missions in the new Gradu- 
ate School of Missions. 

To college entrance NOW. Registrations now 
being accepted for fall term. Write. 





Bethel College and Seminary 


St. Paul, E4, Minn. 


‘(4 Campus of Christian Scholarship’’ 


4 years College 3 years Seminary 





GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1515 South 10th Street Omaha 8, Nebraska 
EVANGELISTIC — DOCTRINAL — PRACTICAL 


Three-Year Courses 
Four-Year Course leading to A.B. Degree in Bible 
Write for Catalog 
Dr. C. H. Suckau, President 


Grand Rapids Baptist Theological 
Seminary and Bible Institute 


811 Wealthy Street, S.E. Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


Biblical, Spiritual, Scholastic, Practical. Pre-Semi- 
nary, Seminary, and Bible Institute courses. Grad- 
uate School of Theology, B. Approved by 
General Association of Regular Baptist Churches. 


Write for catalog 


WINNIPEG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
ano COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY 


No. 2 Evergreen Place Winnipeg, Canada 
Three year standard Bible course. 
College courses leading to Th.B. and B.R.E. 


Degrees. 


Preparation for writing examinations for University 
of London degrees. 


Write for catalog 








STERLING COLLEGE 


Sterling, Kansas 
4-Year Liberal Arts College 
William M. McCreery, President 


64th Year Begins September 11th 


Write for free literature 





BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE 
8273 Hough Ave., Cleveland 3, Ohio 


® Built on the Bible ® Centered in Christ 
@ Approved for Veterans 
®@ Accredited by AABIBC 


Bible Exposition, Prayer, Spiritual 
inning. Courses in Bible, Theology, 
jucation, Music, Missions. Excellent 


Facilities Write for Catalog. 


TOCCOA FALLS INSTITUTE 
AND BIBLE COLLEGE 


Hi School, 4 years, fully accredited. Bible 
College, 4 years, granting a B.A. in Biblical Edu- 
cation. Special Christian Worker’s Course, 2 
ears. Commercial Course, 2 years. Vocational 
Training. In the beautiful hills of North Georgia. 

west cost. Summer sston begins 


June 19. 
Toccoa Falls, Georgie 


Dr. R. A. Forrest, President 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 
1721 Spring Garden Street Phila. 30, Pa. 
Send for our new catalog 
Bible- ed—Missi y—Disp 
Day and Evening Courses 


V. Clifford Harrington Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr. 
Executive Vice-President Dean 











ROCKMONT COLLEGE 
Your Sunday School Youth Need 
Christian American Education 
Send them to Rockmont College 
An Accredited Bible Coliege 
Fundamental Interdenominational 
Dept. ST Denver 5, Colorado 





American Seminary of the Bible 


bas. Se BIBLE AND PRAYER AT THE CENTER 
ar theological it pea for pastors, evan- 
ts, rie Bille teachers, and other Christian workers. 
am winning among Greater New York’s 
12,000,000 non-Protestants. Practical assignments. 
No charge for tuition. Write for catalogue. 
Rev. G. P. Raud, President 
Rev. T. MacDonald, General Secretary 
1101 East 35th Street Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 





BAPTIST BIBLE SEMINARY 
JOHNSON CITY, NEW YORK 
Offering new 5 year curriculum 
2 years of liberal arts 3 years of theology 
18th Year 275 Enrolled 
Write for catalog 


Paul R. Jackson, D.D., President 
Vernon C. Grounds, B.D., Dean 


Approved by Gen. Ass’n of Reg. Bap. Churches 


PRAIRIE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1200 students 


Unique method of Bible stud Emphasis on Vic- 
torious Christian life. nad Gesell d and room $6.00 
per week. Fall term opens wn eee 29. 

Prairie Overcomer — Monthly school publication 
with growing circulation. Subscription—voluntary. 


Literature an request. 
Three Hills Alberta, Canada 








HAMPDEN DUBOSE ACADEMY 


Zellwood 

A Christ-centered, Co-educational, Colless” he 
paratory High School. 

© Highest Academic Standards © Deepest Spirit- 
ual Environment @ Best Athletic and tee ae 
Facilities @ Finest Christian Social Activities. 
The Culture and Refinement of the Old South. For 
further information write DR. P. W. DUBOSE, Pres. 
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“In the valley by the wild- 
eereeey wood” wants to buy good 

used pews or seats. 
CHURCH Write: Church, Biggs, Ky. 


NEW, BEAUTIFUL GOSPEL TRACTS 


Richly lithographed in 4 colors. Nothing comparable. 
Send 10c today for samples of 4-color tracts, or 25c for 
packet of all available titles, both lithographed and let- 
ter press (1-color) Gospel tracts. Clear, short, appeal- 
ing pastenges ... the kind of tracts folks will receive, 
read, and heed. Get your samples now. 


BOOK AND BIBLE ROOM 
P. O. Box 35-T Hesston 








ROCKMONT COLLEGE 


turns your Dollars into Sense... 
and Lives of Christian Service 
Write today for Personal Stewardship inter- 
view or Investment Opportunity literature 
DEPT. TS DENVER 5, COLORADO 











When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times as reference. 





W. minister the Word 
of God and relief to 
Hebrew Christians and 
Jews in Germany, Poland, 
Belgium, France, the new 
State of Israel, and at 
home. 

Your fellowship of 
prayer and sacrifice is 
urgently needed. 


The 

FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 

MISSIONARY AND RELIEF 
SOCIETY, INC. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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bered by many readers. This Pano- 
plist article stated the same fact ‘in a 
quotation from a minister of the time: 

“To call schemes so opposite in their 
great leading articles by a common ap- 
pellation [that is, ‘Christianity’] is more 
absurd than it would be to confound 
together those two irreconcilable the- 
ories in astronomy of which the one 
places the earth, and the other the sun, 
in the center of the planetary system. 
They are in truth essentially different 
religions. For if opposite views as to 
the object -of worship, the ground of 
hope for eternity, the rule of faith and 
duty, and the principles and motives 
of true obedience — if these do not con- 
stitute different religions, we may with- 
out much difficulty discover principles 
of union and identity among all re- 
ligions.” 

Then, as now, there were “inclusive 
policy” promoters, “ministers who make 
it their boast to shoot as near to or- 
thodoxy as they can and not hit it; who 
are waiting to see which way the tide 
will finally turn; who will write one 
half of a sermon to please the orthodox 
and the other to satisfy Unitarians.” Dr. 
Fosdick speaks of “the peril of wor- 
shiping Jesus.” Belsham, a century and 
a half previously, described his party as 
“disavowing all those personal regards 
to Christ and direct addresses to him, 
either of prayer or praise, which prop- 
erly fall under the denomination of re- 
ligious worship, as unfounded in reason 

. and idolatrous.” 

In our generation we have seen Chris- 
tian colleges secularized, de-Christian- 
ized, and alienated from their rightful 
Christian owners, and that on a vast 
scale. That process was beginning at 
Harvard in Dr. Morse’s day. “When 
doubts are cast on its Christian ortho- 
doxy, they vociferate, “You are the 
enemies of learning. You want to check 
the spirit of inquiry and to bring us 











It Happened on-- 
August 16, 1807 


Robert Fulton began the first successful steamboat 
journey from New York City to Albany. Large crowds 
witnessed this beginning of a new era in the field of 
marine transportation. 

Just two years later, THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
inaugurated a new era in the religious life of New York 
City. The year 1809 marked the beginning of the Society's earnest work to bring 
the Word of God to the city’s poor, needy and unfortunate. During the last 140 
years over 30,000,000 Scriptures have been distributed by the Society, a measure- 
less contribution to a revival and strengthening of the faith. 

THE ANNUITY PLAN OF THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY enables you to share 
in this much needed work. Your funds, invested in a New York Bible Society 
Annuity, are used to bring the comfort and cheer of the Bible to those less for- 
tunate. In return you receive a substantial income for life. Plan to “invest your 
funds for God!” Write for our free descriptive booklet today! 
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NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
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back to the dark ages!’ Are we enemies 
to learning because we are desirous that 
this noble institution, sacredly conse- 
crated to Christ and His Church, should 
regard its original destination and not 
teach men to deny the Lord of Glory? 
Such a seminary is the very heart of 
the Commonwealth. Every pulse it 
beats, if it be diseased, will send poi- 
sonous blood to the very extremities of 
the body politic. Let Christian parents 
look well to this.” 

As now, so then, those who protested 
against these perversions, both of Chris- 
tian truth and Christian property, were 
denounced as “controversialists.” Dr. 
Morse had studied with Jonathan Ed- 
wards and knew his logic. “Those who 
deprecate controversy, do they intend 
that the essential truths of the Gospel 
will be attacked; or that, if attacked, 
they should never be defended; or that 
error will die of itself, if never exposed? 
They ought to consult the history of the 
Church which will convince them that 
the purity of religion has never been 
restored in a single instance without re- 
ligious controversy, and that it has never 
been preserved for any length of time 
without resorting to the same means of 
defense. 

“One great complaint of the Papists 
against the leading Protestants at the 
commencement of the Reformation was 
that they introduced the terrible evil of 
controversy. What would have become 
of the Reformation if that complaint had 
been admitted as valid and the Re- 
formers had shut their mouths and 
thrown away their pens? 

“Is not the truth as important now 
as it was at the era of the Reformation? 
Is not Christ as precious to the souls 
of believers now as He was then?” 

Well and truly said, Dr. Jedidiah 
Morse, “Beloved of God,” for so your 
old-fashioned name means! We hand 
on your testimony to men of today, who 
need it even more than at the time of 
the earlier Unitarian apostasy. The 
older Unitarianism has run its course 
and is decrepit and discredited. The 
new Unitarianism will eventually ‘meet 
the same fate. Till then, having done 
all, let us stand in the present evil day, 
against “the methods,” the wiles, of the 
Devil. 

ve 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 


The Theology of the Old Testament. 
By Otto J. Baab. (Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville 2; $3.50.) Otto Baab, 
Professér of ‘Old Testament at Garrett 
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he. Biblical Institute, seeks in this book to great encyclopedia of Protestant learn- BE ARMED WITH TRACTS 
ould give the major theological concepts of ing in twenty-two volumes in the mid- 
| not Israel’s religion (p. 8). He notes that dle of the last century. At Professor About 1,000 kinds to choose from 
lory? the critical approach to the Bible often Herzog’s request, Professor Philip Schaff, 25 cents brings large assortment of Gospel tracts 
rt of causes one to react against the Bible the eminent American church historian, $1 brings complete assortment 
e it and to produce “both confusion and in- undertook to adapt his work to the Send for free catalogs of tracts, books, novelties 
poi- difference” (p. 7), and therefore he plans American public, and published a valu- 
es of to leave such questions in the back- able four-volume set in 1881-1884, which 
rents ground. was called “The Schaff-Herzog Encyclo- 
One soon finds that he holds to Bib- pedia of Religious Knowledge.” This 
ested lical criticism and at the same time tries work went through a number of editions, 
hris- to see meaning in what is written in the but, when it became twenty years old, 
were Old Testament. One of the many ex- it was felt to be necessary to rewrite 
Dr. amples of destructive Biblical criticism the entire publication, so as to include 
Ed- isseen in the passage where we are told the new material in a later edition of 
voles that “an undeveloped form of the con- the German encyclopedia that lay at its 
tend cept of creation appears in the Yahwis- ase, and also to deal with the many 
ospel tie story in Genesis 2,” and that “this important religious developments that 41, giision. \ 160 Photos and Maps, Sie 44a6x1 
cked, idea is not well worked out until the occurred between 1884 and 1907. Ac- 4, aBBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY: with notes 
that priestly story appears as it is now pre- counts of hundreds of prominent figures -< wang Bay eg bw pod eee 
all served in the first chapter of Genesis” im the religious world, unknown in 1884, There is nothing published, of its size, that has uch Hist. 
f the (pp. 42, 43). Another aspect of Biblical Were added to the work. Dr. Samuel like as mach practical Bible Information. 
that criticism appears in the assertion that Macauley Jackson, who had assisted Dr. Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 
neil the writer of Genesis 1 adapted the Schaff in the original publication, under- Loved alike by Young and Old — 
rye Babylonian myth about Tiamat, but, says took the direction of the new project, Especially valuable for 8 S Teachers and Bible Students 
1ever Dr. Baab, “He so ably transformed this yo -~ re ei aa " 
i hat its presence is not easily rec- © ep , : 
ay ry ae Loy Sy wer > ra Ansa six hundred other scholars and special- Se. 
it should be pointed out that the idea StS. H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, Iilinois 
pists of the Tiamat myth (Enuma Elish), giv- _ t is greatly to be regretted that there 
- the ing rise to the reference to “tehom” iS no new publication available, bring- When etawating aS ——_ 
was (‘the deep”) in Genesis 1:2, is ably an- ing the work of 1907 up to 1950, just as Please mention The Sunday 
7il of swered by Alexander Heidel, Assyriolo- ‘the Present work brought that of 1884 RAUNT TT 
come gist and Bible-believing Christian at the UP to 1907. In the lack of such a work, 
t had University of Chicago, in his “Babylonian ‘Students have been obliged to go back 7 
Re- Genesis” (University of Chicago Press, to the work of 1907 for assistance, and S ‘Are You i y 
ont 1942). this has long been out of print. The 
This book is an example of the think- Christian world is greatly indebted to for Colle e? 
now ing of the type of Liberal, who realizes the Baker Book House for this photo- g 
tion? the bankruptcy of the older liberalism 8*@Phic reproduction of the thirteen Cee yee sracts sino felth opsiact the subtle 
souls with its lack of a foundation and ab- Volumes issued in 1907, which are ap- pone intrectore? Why wet mabe aaa? 
sence of systematic theology. So Dr, Pe@ring at the rate of one a month, and Enroll in our 3-year — Collopiote Core. ssi 
idiah Baab tries to organize what the Old Tes- ive of which are now in ‘hand. ing solid Bible training. You can alse major te 
your tament teaches, but, holding on to de- It is promised that two supplementary a, os 
hand structive Biblical criticism at the same Vlumes will be issued to cover devel- os ine iaanen rates 
who time, he ends with a Bible which only opments in religious life and thought Dr. Arthur 8. Whitiog, Deen 
1e of represents “the content of Israel’s faith” between 1907 and 1950. This = hardly 
The (p. 272), and not the objective revela- be considered a wholly satisfactory Bible Institute 
purse tim of God to man. method, in view of the fact that over 
The forty years have passed, and much has 
wane The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia happened in the religious world. Since 
done of Religious Knowledge, Vols. I to V. the two new volumes will be the last 
day, Edited by Samuel Macauley Jackson. 
¢ the (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich, $4.50 per volume.) Christian 
workers often find it difficult to secure 
teliable information about individuals 
and movements that are important in 
Christian history and in Bible study. At 
be its appearance in 1907, the present work 
0k Provided an excellent means of filling j 
cet, this need. The articles in its thirteen Earn all the extra money you need with ARTISTIC Cards. It’s so easy! 
der volumes furnished clear and concise in- Just call on people you know and show them FREE SAMPLES of NAME. 
ide formation about thousands of topics of ord ba pe sey a ercenk ie er tskes tiaet tear Cer nana 
ich interest to Bible students and Christian ou make r 
ude workers. Not only did they give a good = making Pesmynatived ines Mgnerp Magnes, Wave rerer st 
sts. survey of Christian leaders and Chris- fepccarat exe = SEE CARD CO., INC. 
movements through the ages, they Assortments for WAY ST., ELMIRA, WN. + 
ment. included brief biographies of hundreds | Imprint _— peed | 
bury of American and European divines who 
Baab, Were living at the time it was issued. 
.rrett The work grew out of the labors of NEEDE! “AY MAIL TODAY FOR 


— Professor Herzog of the University of AWS 


Malle in Germany, who had prepared a SAMPLES! 








ae aaa cere recor me 








“674 (18) °* 


FOLDING ORGANS 


Carry it anywhere! Play it anywhere! 
Compact, inexpensive. Special offer 
to churches, missionaries. Write 


ORGAN SHOP Dept. S 
3117 Harrison N. Canton 9, Ohio 
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Ben Lippen School 
Robert C. McQuilkin, President 

An accredited Junior and Senior 
High School with a warm, homelike, 
Christian atmosphere. Full athletic 
program — new gymnasium, Sound 
evangelical teaching. 

Write today for complete information 


SCHOOL 
1 Carolina 





VACATION IN | 
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while maintaining its two 
Homes in China, is expanding 
its ministry to Lebanon. There 
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2000 children have been cared 
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Homes in China. Truly 
a@ modern day miracle! 
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to appear, it is impossible as yet to make 
any. judgment whether they will be 
worthy to take their place beside the 
1907 volumes. However, in view of the 
spread of Modernism and unbelief dur- 
ing the past half century, it is perhaps 
a good thing that the new material is 
put in extra volumes instead of being 
interspersed through the original work. 

Evangelical Christiahs will wait with 
much interest for evidence as to the 
viewpoint of these two extra volumes 
and as to their competence. Regard- 
less of this, the reprinted thirteen 
volumes are worthy of anyone’s posses- 
sion. They should find a place in the 
libraries of all who expect to do care- 
ful study in the field of Christian history 
or Christian thought. 


On the Mountains of Ararat in Quest 
for Noah’s Ark. By A. J. Smith. (From 
the author, 1913 Boulevard St., Greens- 
boro, N. C., $1.25.) In the colloquial 
style of letters to friends, this 136-page 
booklet tells the story of last summer’s 
attempt to find Noah’s ark. Dr. Smith 
led the expedition which encountered 
considerable difficulty and failed to find 
any traces of the ark. Many of the 
chapters simply give a description of 
the trip out to Turkey and scenes in that 
land. Dr. Smith has done considerable 
research to run down reports that the 
remains of the ark have been seen, which 
have persisted since 1883, and he tells 
what he has learned. He believes the 
expedition prepared the way for further 
exploration, but it is exceedingly doubt- 
ful whether anything of importance will 
be found. The Tres regrets that it 
cannot endorse the methods of physical 
healing mentioned in a brief notice on 
the last page. 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 20 


I. What It Means To Be a Christian 
(Mic. 6:8; Matt. 5:16, 38-45; Phil, 2:1-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

YOUNG Christian was being ques- 

tioned by an older Christian with a 
view to determining whether or not his 
experience of conversion was real. 
“What will you do,” asked the older 
Christian, “when temptation comes 
knocking at the door of your heart?” 

“Why,” answered the young Christian, 
*T’ll just say, ‘Lord, you answer the 
door.’” 

He had learned the truth of what it 
means to be a Christian. It means that 
there is a new master living in your 
heart. Whereas before all that you did 
and said was under the mastery of sin and 
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self, now the Lord Jesus is the Master, 
His wishes are consulted and obeyed in 
everything that you do, and it is His 
authority and power that rule and ad. 
minister everything that concerns you. 


we 

Now if you were living in a house 
and had been used to having full sway 
over the running of that house, a new 
master could not come in and take 
charge simply because he was a good 
friend of your father or mother. He 
could not do so because you had. heard 
about him and about his skill in man. 
aging some other house, or because you 
were wishing that maybe some day he 
might come to your house and take full 
charge.. Such a person could manage 
your affairs for you only if you would 
open the door and invite him to come 
in, and then if you were to turn over 
to him the keys of the house and ful] 
authority, and from that moment on you 
were to keep your hands off and were 
to trust him to administer every detail 
in accord with his own wishes and plans, 


Just so, being a Christian comes about 
not because Mother and Father were 
Christians, or because you have had a 
vague longing that some day you might 
like to be a Christian, or even because 
you have tried in so far as you were 
able to do things that seem to be con- 
sistent with a Christian life. There must 
have been a time, if you are a Chris- 
tian, when you recognized the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your own personal Saviour and, 
because of this, you turned over to Him 
the management of your life. Then, and 
only then, can He rule within your heart 
and direct you and guide you in your 
Christian walk. 

4 


Some folks have sincerely, but mis- 
takenly, invited Christ to come in to 
their hearts and then have escorted Him 
to some little room and shut the door. 
They have been willing to recognize 
Him as their Saviour, but they have 
been unwilling to let Him rule and regu- 
late their whole lives. This is not be- 
ing a Christian in the fullest sense of 
the word, for to be.a Christian means 
to be like Christ, and Christ can only 
shape a life and make it like His own 
when He has a free hand to do with 
it as he wishes. 

we 

Now let us not misunderstand. A 
Christian walk, such as outlined in the 
verses chosen for our Scripture reading 
for this week, and a Christian witness, 
and Christian works have a vital and im- 
portant part in any Christian life. Where 
they are absent we may well question 
the sincerity of a Christian profession. 
But a Christian walk and a Christian 
witness and Christian works are u 
impossible apart from a personal && 
perience of and fellowship with the Lond 
Jesus Christ. The word that the Lend 
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Jesus had for Nicodemus, skilled in his 
knowledge of the Scriptures, and exem- 
plary in his observance of the Law and 
in moral conduct, was nevertheless, “Ye 
must be born again” (John 3:7). It is 
impossible to live a Christian life until 
that life has been planted in the heart, 
through faith in Jesus Christ. Then 
Christ can take the life and mold it 
and make it after His own will. Then 
our walk and witness and works will, 
by His grace, become like His walk and 
His witness and His works, as we, with 
“open face beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3:18). 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Should Choir Members 
Be Christians? 


(Continued from second page) 


have heard Thy voice,” or “O happy day, 
that fixed my choice, on Thee, my Sav- 
jour and my God,” or “My Jesus, I love 
Thee, I know Thou art mine.” A person 


“Who is not willing to yield his life into 


add 25 cents per year, for 
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God’s hands has no right to sing: “Have 
Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own 
way!” or “When I survey the wondrous 
cross.” If he does, he is playing fast and 
loose with the things of God and griev- 
ing the Spirit of God, and telling a con- 
gregation something that he does not 
mean. In his great Psalm of confession, 
David said, “Behold, Thou desirest truth 


in the inward parts” (Psa. 51:6). 


Thoughtful hearers can tell the differ- 
ence between the singing of an unbe- 
liever who does not really mean what 
he or she says, and that of a born-again 
Christian who sings from the heart. The 
work of a spiritual choir is described in 
“Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom; teaching and admonishing one an- 
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in 
word or in deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him.” A similar passage 
“Speaking to 


Colossians 3:16, 17: 


is Ephesians 5:19, 20: 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making mel- 


ody in your heart to the Lord; giving 


thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Such a ministry cannot be 
exercised by those who do not have the 
Spirit of God. 

we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 12 to 20 


Mon.—John 1:19-28. 
The Forerunner of Jesus. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I am the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said 
the prophet Esaias.” John knew his 
office and work from divine revelation. 
His father, Zacharias, and Isaiah and the 
Lord Jesus made this known to him. 
He knew the Lord had sent him to make 
paths straight for the presentation of 
Christ to Israel. Ministers can have no 
greater service for Christ than that 
which prepares the way of the Lord. 
Pray for Camp Sankanac, Spring City, 
R.F.D. 1, Chester County, Pa, 


Tues.—Luke 3:3-14. 
A New Testament Prophet. 
Prayer Suacestions: “The word of 
God came unto John the son of Zacharias 
in the wilderness. And he came into 
all the country about Jordan, preaching 
the baptism of repentance for the re- 
mission of sins.” Our Lord’s own words 
about John as a prophet are: “Not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist.” 
He was the most honored of all the 
prophets. He baptized and also an- 
nounced Christ. He was most humble, 
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Labor Day, September fourth 
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WANTED 


YOUNG WOMEN AND YOUNG 
MEN (AGE 18 to 35) TO TRAIN 
FOR NURSING. 
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His words, “He must increase, but I 
must decrease” (John 3:30), should be 
those of every servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Pray for the Central New York 
Bible Conference, near Syracuse, N. Y. 


Wed.—Luke 3:15-22. 
A Preacher of Righteousness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He will 
throughly purge his floor, and will 
gather the wheat into his garner; but 
the chaff he will burn with fire un- 











Basic Books . . . 
For Reference and Study 











RECULAR EDITION 
THUMB INDEXED 


@ The one complete concordance of the entire English 
Bible. For more than half a century the standard authority 
in its field, Strong’s is a Bible library in a single volume— 
1,809 pages—actually four books in one binding. 

There is a Main Concordance, containing in alphabetical 
order every word in the Bible and every passage in which 
that word appears. Anyone knowing just one key word can 
find the passage he seeks without fail. 

In addition there are: A Comparative Concordance, in 
which the Authorized Text is compared with certain English 


STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE of the BIBLE 


By James Strong 


and American Revisions; a Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary, with pronunciations clearly 
indicated; and a Greek Dictionary of the New Testament. 

“A book to defy description and reviewers; the old classic, the best ever written. No 
minister will be without it; the buy of the year for the layman.”—Christian Herald. 


CLARKE’S COMMENTARY on the Entire BIBLE 


By Adam Clarke 


@ Written for the humblest seeker after 
truth as well as for the scholar, this com- 
prehensive commentary is a storehouse of 
sound Bible information and deep spirit- 
ual insights for preachers, teachers, stu- 
dents and laymen. ty 

Each volume contains approximately 800 
pages—nearly 5,000 pages in the- entire 
work. Clearly printed on excellent paper 
and beautifully and durably bound in 
cloth, A diassic in its field—a great Bible 
commentary for all time. 

“No commentary could live as has Adam 
Clarke’s famous work, for more than a 
hundred years, unless it was found to be 
a perennial source of blessing and refresh- 
ment by many of God’s le in every 
generation.”—S. Maxwell Coder, Moody 
Bible. Institute 


SIX BIG VOLUMES ..........$19.50 





At Your Bookstore Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
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quenchable.” Conviction of sin is stil] 
produced in sinning souls by the Spirit 
of God through the Word of righteous. 
ness. The lack of conviction of sin in 
our time, while many major on Bible 
fundamental doctrines, should lead al] 
evangelical preachers to investigate the 
reasons for this fruitlessness. A good 
look at the Book will find the secret, 
Pray for Ben Lippen Bible Conference, 
Route 4, Asheville, N, C. 


Thurs.—John 3:22-30. 
‘But I Must Decrease.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He must in- 
crease, but I must decrease.” A deeper 
knowledge of ourselves comes with a 
clearer appreciation of the Lord. John’s 
knowledge of Christ is summed up in 
verses 26 to 36 of the third chapter of 
the Gospel of John. Like Paul, he made 
it clear that for him to live was Christ. 
Is it “not I, but Christ” with you? 
Pray for Silver Fork Bible Conference, 
952 E. 9th, S., Salt Lake City, Utah, 


Fri—Luke 7:18-23. A Prophet in Prison. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Go your way, 
and tell John what things ye have seen * 
and heard.” Dark days try men’s souls, 
They reveal how steadfast we are in 
our faith in God. Few Christians pass 
through periods of testing without doubts 
and fears. But fortunately we, like 
John in prison, may receive the comfort 
of the,Word of the Lord. This is, in- 
deed, all we need in such seasons of 
testing. If we trust the Lord, we will 
triumph. Pray for the Biblical Research 
Society Conference, Rosedale Grove, 
near Reading, Pa, 


Sat.—Luke 7:24-28. 
A Prophet Commended. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For I say unto 
you, Among those that are born of 
women there is not a greater prophet 
than John the Baptist.” John the Bap- 
tist probably never knew before his 
death how precious he was to his Lord. 
The commendations for our devotion to 
the will of God will wait upon our en- 
trance into the presence of our King. 
Pray for Stony Brook Conferences, Stony 
Brook, Long Island, N. Y, 


Sun.—Matthew 14:1-12. 
A Martyr’s Death. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTiIons: “He sent, and 
beheaded John in the prison.” Our 
Lord’s perfect will, veiled from John 
the Baptist, called for a _ glorious, 
eternally honorable death as a mar- 
tyr. Knowing what we do from the 
Scriptures on martyrdom we can re- 
joice that although the pain was 
sharp, yet the reward will endure for- 
ever. (See Rev. 6.) Many of the 
Lord’s chosen ones will be called upon 
before long to seal their Christian 
testimony with their blood. (See 
Heb. 11:36-38 and Rev. 6:9, 10.) Pray 
for North Mountain Bible Confer- 
ence, Red Rock, Pa. (near Wilkes- 
Barre). 
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